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REMARKS OF MR. MALLERY, 


ON THE BILL EXTENDING THE CHARTER OF THE 
BANK ON PENNSYLVANIA, 


AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 


House of Representatives, January 16th, 1830, 


Mr. MALLERY said—As a member of the Commit- 
tee who originated this Bill, it may not be improper for 
me to present to the view of the House, some of the 
reasons whicl induced the proposing of this measure for 
your consideration, as this subject, connected with all 
matters relative to our finances, has been referred to 
the commttee of Ways and Means. I am aware, sir, that 
a variety of measures has been proposed, and that all 
of these measures for supplying the means for the state 
exigencies, should be fully, fairly, and soberly discussed 
in the consideration of this bill; if the provisions of this 
bill are such as are not recommended by the test of ar- 
gument, and fair deductions drawn from an impartial 
discussion, [ will most cheerfully adopt any other course 
which would be more effectual and proper. I wish only 
that the committee [ef the whole] should listen toghis 
subject attentively, and examine for themselves. As I 
have no particular desire for a particular mode of rais- 
ing the money, only that it be such an onc as will best 
promote the public good; permit me then to say, that 
the provisions of this bill contain two objects. The one 
is the extension of the charter of the Bank of Pennsyl- 
vania for a further period of time, which subject has 
been brought before the House by the lateGovernor,and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. It will 
readily be perceived, that the interest of the Common- 
wealth isinvolved in this question. The value of the stock 
in the Bank depends upon the legal existence of its 
charter, which is about to expire; unless a further time 
is given by the Legislature, the officers must soon begin 
to bring toa close the affairs of this institution. ‘The 
Commonwealth now owns in this Bank one anda half 
million of dollars. I need not bring before the Com- 


mittee the necessity of making some immediate provi- | 
In the closing the concerns of | 


sion upon this subject. 
an institution of this description, much time must elapse, 


during which the operations of the bank must cease,the | 
In winding up the concerns | 


interest must cease also. 
of this Bank, the state may realize its original subscrip- 


tion, yet the dividends upon the stock will be suspend- | 


ed, if their charter should not be renewed. 
little reflection to satisfy every member of this commit- 
tee, that the interest ofthe Commonwealth demands of 
us to extend the charter of this Bank, on fair and pro- 
per principles; that is one object embraced in this bill. 
A loan is authorized by this bill to an amount not ex- 
ceeding four millions of dollars. As to the amount, per- 
mit me here to observe, that we are compelled to as- 
sume some givensum. This sum, however, by the pro- 
visions of this bill is not fixed, but is left open and may 
be controlled by the future acts of the Legislature, if it 
should not be required by laws already passed by this 
House. Permit me also to observe, that the estimate 
made by the Board of Canal Commissioners is the only 
guide we have at present. And by that report, the a- 
mount of money that is now due for work already done, 
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'is $1,399,790 67. The amount required to complete 
| the contracts heretofore made and which will be want- 
| ed during the present year, is $2,060,742 37, making 
| $3,460,533 06; to which is to be added the $106,000 
| Obtained upon temporary loan and not yet provided for, 
making together $3,566,533 06; which the state now 
owes for canal operations and what is now under con- 
tract, without one single foot of extension. Experience 
has shown that the real expenditure has exceeded the 
estimate of our engineers. We are bound to make pro- 
vision for thissum. A sum not exceding four millions 
by this measure is proposed, and will be called for if it 
shall be required. ‘There is, however, a further sum 
‘in addition to this, amounting to 490,000 dolls. which is 
to be loaned from the several banks under the provisions 
of their charters. Taking then the estimate made by 
| the canal commissioners for the amount for which the 
state is now liable, with the debts already due which we 
must pay, and deduct the amount from all the appropria- 
tions heretofore made, and the amount contained in this 
‘bill, and there remains only $923,466 94. The commit- 
| tee of Internal Improvement and Inland Navigation,have 
not yet been able to lay before this House their report, 
and we can not tell what they may recommend, nor 
what this House may do with regard to extensions. I 
can only say, that as an indiyidual member, it forces it- 
selfupon my mind strongly, that something should be 
done beyond the completion of the contracts already 
made. It is not contemplated by the legislature or by 
the people at large, that our works of public improve- 
ment should stop where they are, that the canal of the 
west should remain unconnected with the canal of the 
east. It is by this connection alone that we can realize 
our anticipated benefits. From the line of the Rail-road 
from Philadelphia to Columbia, no benefit can result in 
its present condition, nor until the rails are placed, and 
the road prepared foruse Other sections of the canal 
| require to be extended to reach certain points, so that 
the State shall receive their full benefit. Very little can 
_be expected if they stop where they are, and we shall 
have to pay interest, without the State receiving much 
benefit from what has already been done. But I have 
the fullest confidence in the benefit of the whole when 
| completed. I would ask the committee whether they 
will loiter and linger, and leave the public works in such 
a state of unproductiveness that they will be nearly use- 
less. I for one, would be for extending these improve- 
ments so far as to attain certain objects, reach certain 
points, and insure a speedy income to the State. ‘The 
_amount of money to be expended, and the place where 
it should be applied, should be limited and controlled 
by a strict regard to the interest of the commonwealth, 
The Rail road across the Allegheny mountain according 
to Mr. Robinson’s report, will require several years to 
accomplish it. It is not like common excavation of a 
canal, which will allow men to work upon every perch. 
Only a given force can be brought to bear upon ceftain 
| parts of the work at a time. The sum mentioned in this 
bill, it is believed, is the least which our duty and a re- 
gard for the public good willadmit of. The amount will 
| pay what the state is bound to pay, ana if no new con- 
tracts shall be authorised, the balance, if any, will not 
be loaned. Itisnot exceeding so much. The loan of 
this sum has been connected with the re-chartering the 
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Bank of Pennsylvania. I am aware that objections have | 


been, and will be again made to this measure; if they 
are sound and valid, let them have their full force, if 
they are not, let them be surrendered to the interest of 
the State. It may not be necessary to mention all the 
reasons which induced the committee of Ways and 
Means to connect the loan with the extension of the 
charter. One reason for connecting this loan with the 
Bank of Pennsylvania was to make sure ofthe sum that 
will be required for the present year, without submitting 
to the embarrassment whieh has so much humiliated ev- 
ery Pennsylvanian during the past year. If other and 
better means can be resorted to, | am willing to a- 
dopt them. The Legislature, however, should profit 


by experience. In the year 1828, a loan was authori- | 


sed, the amount offered to be subscribed by individu- 
als was very small, the whole loan was taken by the 
Bank of Pennsylvania; we went on that year without 
embarrassment. As far as I have been able to ascertain, 
if the Bank of Pennsylvania had not taken that loan, 
there would haye been a total failure; the money would 
not have been procured. Such is the opinion of all ac- 
quainted with the subject. So said the joint commit- 
tee. During the last session, sir, a most unfortunate 
difficulty arose, accusations were made against that 
Bank for taking the loan. The two modes of raising 
money were before the Legislature last year. One con- 
nected with re-chartering this Bank; the other to issue 
stock and throw it into market, and obtaina loan in that 
way. Permit me here to call the attention of the mem- 
bers with whom I was associated on the floor of this 


House last April and March, to the speeches then made | 


on this subject; to the letters received, and to the infor- 
mation given. So much wassaid upon this subject,that 
you find incorporated in the report of the Committee of 


Ways and Means of last year g calculation of an income | 


to be received from premiums upon the sale of state 
stock. The cry was, appoint a commissioner of loans, 


throw your stock into market—bring your stock under | 


the hammer, and you will have money enough—it will 
sel] at par—it will bringa premium. And what was the 
resu!t? We took their advice; we followed their direc- 
tion; we appointed a commissioner of loans;we threw the 
stock into market, but the market did not furnish a de- 
mand for the amount. The consequence was, a failure, 
an extraordinary session of the legislature, embarrass- 
ment, humiliation, loss of credit, and injary to our con- 
tractors. Isthere any certainty that you can succeed 
better this year’ I wish eyery member to compare the 
project of throwing the stock into market, and every 
other project that has been agitated in this house, with 
the provisions of this bill. You have tried both meth- 
ods; inone mode you succeeded in 1828, in the other 
you failed in 1829. At the commencement of this ses- 
sion, what was said to us by Banks and monied men?—— 
You must raise the rate of interest; money is worth more 


than five percent. You must remove the restrictions | 


in the sale of the stock. -You must authorize the Com- 
missioner to sell for what he can get; and you must cre- 
ate a permanent fund, specifically appropriated for the 


payment of interest, or capitalists will not take your | 


stock. They want confidence in the ability and faith 
of the commonwealth. Such, sir, were the feelings 


expressed upon this subject, that many, with professions | 


of personal friendship for members of the committee, 
and rhuch concern for the welfare of the state, uttered 
their astonishment that the interest had not been imme- 
diately raised, or the restriction in the sales of stock re- 
moved, Only a few weeks have elapsed, and the story 
is changed. _It is now said there is a demand for state 
stock—money can be had. ‘This monied market is the 
most changeable and fickle of earthly things. A breath 
can raise and a breath can depress it. 

* A short time since and it was said the sum of money 
which we must provide for the present year is too much 
for the demand of the market. It was said the amount 
must be diminished. The supply must be reduced to the 
f.- 
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demand, or another failure will ensue. It is doubtless 
true, that the market for public stock is limited, and 


| who will undertake to decide at this time how much can 


be obtained by dependence upon the markets. Who 


| can measure iis precise capacity’ If less than $800,000 


could be sold in the last season, what evidence is there 
that 4,000,000 can he procured in the same way during 
the present? 

The only resolution offered upon that subject is to au- 
thorize a loan and create stock tothe amount of two 
millions. Suppose that could be obtained without the 
agency of any institution, that sum will not carry the 
state through the present year, and how are you to ob- 
tain the balance’ It is the duty of this legislature to 
| provide with certainty for enough to pay the debts now 
' due, and to become due upon contracts already made, 


atleast. It is true that the loan of last year has been 


taken, and much of it has been taken by the bank of 
Pennsylvania, upon request founded upon a desire to 
| diminish, as far as poss ble, our embarrasments. 

If you throw two millions into market without any in- 
stitution to control it, and we shall fail in getting the 
balance, how then are we to meet the exigencies of the 
state. I wish only coolly and briefly to submit to the 
committee the merits of the various projects which have 
been brought forward to be acted upon, and I shall then 
leave itto the committee to take upon themselves the 
responsibility of the decision, and the consequences in 
case of afailure. Another proposition is to recharter 
all the banks for 25 years, and they to loan the state the 
one half of their capital. 

The whole amount of banking capital in the state 
which could be embraced within this seheme is not 
/more than ten millions. By extending all their char- 
_ ters for 25 years, you obtain a loan of five millions at 
par at 5 per cent. interest. This Bill proposes to ex- 
tend the charter of one bank, in whose extension the 
| state has a deep interest, for the same period of time, 

and receive a loan of four millions upon the same terms. 
Which proposition is the best? Besides, all the banks 
have not agreed to those terms; some of them have re- 
fused. How many would accept of such terms, we can- 
not tell, nor can we calculate upon the amount to be 
raised in that mode. The bank of Philadelphia has 
made a distinct and different offer, and it was objected 
to extend the charter of that bank because it was plac- 
| ing it too far beyond the reach of the Legislature. If 
the objection is well founded in the case of a bank in 
which the state owns stock and is deeply interested, 
the objections must increase and multiply when the 
charters of all the banks, and in which the state has no 
direct interest, are to be extended for the same period 
| of time. 

In rechartering the Bank of Pennsylvania, the value 
of the state stock in that bank is enhanced; its price de- 
pending upon the legal existence of the institution. 

If the Bank shall dispose of the loan at a profit, three 
fifths of that profit comes to the commonwealth, regu- 
lated by her interest in the bank. If other banks take 
the loan and sell at a profit, the states receives nothing. 
It is net contemplated by any other banks to hold the 
stock. Their object isto sell. It is required to be ne- 
|gociable. Grant their charters, Jet them take the loan, 
and what will be the consequence? They cannot keep 
|it,they will sell,as sell they must; and if they sell at a loss, 
| the loss will be regardedas the bonus paid for their char- 
‘ters. The price of the state stock may be reduced, and 

the commonwealth, in her future operations, must take 
} measures to raise its value, or submit toa sale at the de- 
_preciated price. It isa sound maxim, that the compe- 
tition should be among the buyers, and not among the 
sellers, if a high price is sought, 

| Fears haye been expressed by msny, that the attempt 
| of the banks to supply the money required and take the 
‘loan, would result in an over issue of their bills, which 
might destroy the soundness of our currency, and prove 
| injurious to the community. 
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Another mode of obtaining money, that of sending an | under such circumstances was to be done? Was the le- 
agent to Europe, has been referred to the committee of | gislature to tell these men, ‘‘although by our laws we 
Ways and Means,upon the offer of a gentleman influenc- | have employed you to do our work and we admit you 
ed by the most patriotic motives, ‘Ihe time required | have faithfully done your duty and completed your con- 
to negociate, and the uncertainty as to the terms upon | tracts, yet we are the stronger power, we are omnipo- 
which it can be obtained, are worthy of consideration. | tent, we have the power in our own hands, you are un- 
The only loan referred to, was obtained after much | able to enforce payment in the ordinary way, and there- 
time and expense, and at an interest of about 54 per} fore we will not pay you.”? Would not the feelings 
cent, terms not as advantageous as it is hoped the mo- | of every manrevolt at such flagrant injustice? They 
ney can be obtained here. certainly would. The state already actually owed the 

Such sir, are the means of raising money which have | debt. My vote did not go to increase the debt, but 
been referred by the House to the consideration of the | only authorized a change of creditors, The faith and 
committee of Ways and Means. Let the House exam- | honor of the state were concerned, and it was necessary 
ine them well, compare their merits and then decide.— | they should be preserved. It was not a question of the 
Let those who object to the present bill supply a sub-| expediency or inexpediency of the laws which author- 
stitute sustained by equal merits, equally sure and ef-| ized the works, but a question of common justice to 
fectual, and the committee of Ways and Means will most | the creditors of the state. This loan: was expressly in- 
cheerfully go with them. Let them place upon paper | tended to pay these contractors and workmen, but ow- 
in a tangible shape the mode to be adopted, and it can | ing to the circumstances of the times, the money was 
be examined and tested. The time has come at which | not obtained, and they were not relieved. 
something must be done besides cavil and object. If| But the bill now under consideration, is for different 
the bank of Pennsylvania is to supply the money, it is | objects and different purposes. The objections to its 
necessary it should be known. If the stock is to be| passage in my mind resolve themselves into two kinds, 
thrown into the market, the present time should be im- viz: the re-chartering of the bank under the circumstan- 
proved—nothing should be lost by the delay. | ces proposed, and the vast amount of the loan. What 

If the banks ure all to be engaged in ihe business, | then is the object of the bill? It is simply this; the bank 
they will need the benefit of the present state of the / is to be re-chartered for the term of 25 years, to com- 
market. If we are to send an agent to Europe to sup-| mence after the expiration of the present charter, which 
ply the demands upon the present year, it is time he} has yet about three years to run, on condition that 
was preparing to sail, as the monthly estimates of your | she loan to the state, for canal purposes, four millions of 
contractors are approaching. It has been said that the | do/Jurs, at an interest of 5 percent. The number of 
House should first provide for an increase of the revenue | directors is to be reduced to sixteen, four of whom are 
before any further loan should be made. If we reflect | to be appointed by the governor. Here we have two. 
upon the subject, we shall see that this objection is not distinct prepositions of vast importance and bearing en- 
well founded, The state owes and is bound for the | tirely different aspects, but which bave been blended 
money. It must be raised. It will be soon wanted in | together in this bill. Is it proper torecharter the bank 
part. The principal is to be raised by loan. The pres-| on the terms proposed? It appearsto me itis not.— 
ent time to effect that is admitted by all to be the must | ‘The state holds 1,500,000 dollars of the capital stock, 
favourable. And it can be easily foreseen, with the | and the stockholdrs 1,000,000. What then are the 
different views that have been presented, that every | stockholders giving for the privilege of using this cap- 
bill to increase the revenue will require much time and | jtal for banking purposes? Literally nothing. The 
discussion—it will find a rough road to travel through | state pays the same interest on the loan as is common 
thisHouse. The passage of a law authorizing a loan | jn other cases of public loans. There is no doubt the 
cannot lessen the obligation to provide for the payment | Joan will be a great advantage to these stockholders, 
of the interest. There is no information cither which | for the probability is that they will be able to dispose of 
the committee of Ways and Means can give the House | the stock of the state at an advance, and realise a very 
by adetailed report at present, which has not been al-| handsome profit. Money may be had in foreign coun- 
ready laid before them, by the messages from the Gov- | tries at a low rate of interest, and the bank will be able 
ernor, and the Canal Commissioners. Any thing upon | to sell all the state stock to great advantage. The oth- 
that subject at present would only be a repetition of} er banks of the state have either paid a heavy bonus for 
what is upon the desk of every member, | their charters, or are now paying a tax of 8 per cent. on 

Let the House dispose of this subject as they think | their dividends. ‘The operation of this bill will be to 
proper, and then the manner of increasing the revenue | place the stockholders of this bank on a better footing 
to the amount required will claim the attention ofthe | than those of other banks, and toexempt them from a 
House. —— | {ax to which others are subjected. This partial man- 

Mr. F. Smita rose and sail, The impoftance Mr. | ner of legislation J never will consent to. Lvok at the 
Chairman, of the subject now before this committee, re- | immense advantages we are giving te this institution.— 
quires that 1 should state the reasons for the vote which | It is singled out for a special favour and protection, and 
I am about to give in opposition to this bill. I doit in| we are about giving away without any consideration, 
discharge of a duty which I conceive l owe to the pub-) chartered privileges for 25 years, for which the state 
lic at large, as well asto my immediate constituents.— | should receive at least from 40,000 to 50,000 dolls. from 
Although I voted for the loan bill passed inthe com-| the stockholders. And by making this bank the medi- 
mencement of this session, I did not thereby sanction the | um of the sale of four millions of our stock, we are giv- 
unwise and extravagant system of canalling heretofore | ing her the power of controlling, for a period, the moni- 
prosecuted. The laws of the commonwealth bad au-| ed operations of the whole commonwealth. But sup- 
thorized the construction of a very large portion of work | pose we pass this bill, will not the other banks be entitl- 
onthe canals. A great number of contrsctors and work- | ed to the same privileges and exemptions? for they too” 
men had been employed, under the authority of these | no doubt can loan us money on the same terms, and 
laws, by the legally constituted agents of the common-} some of them have already made the offer. They have 

wealth, and completed their contracts according to their | a right to expect the same favors, and we shall soon 
engagements. ‘They had expended their own means in | find, that one after another, as the state may need mo- 
the service of the commonwealth. Many of them were | ney, will obtain charters on the terms proposed in this 
much embarrassed, and some of them in actual distress. | bill, and the revenue we now derive from banks amount- 
The certificates given to them by the canal commission- ing annually to about 40,000 dollars, will gradually de- 
ers, as the evidence of the amount of money due them | crease and finally be totally destroyed. 1 view such 2 
for work faithfally performed, were selling, as it was state of things with some degree of apprehension. The 
asserted, at a discount of from 15 to 2 per cent. What! state is already vastly indebted to the banks. By the sys 
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tem of improvements now in operation, she will need | 
probably as much money to complete the works as has 
already been expended. ‘The banks having their char- 
ters secured for sucha long period of time, will feel | 
themselves independent of the Legislature. Have we 
not then reason to fear that these monied corporations, 
situated in every section of the state, will exercise an | 
undue influence in our legislative deliberations and the | 
operations of the government’? We certainly have. 
This bill contemplates a loan of four millions. Let us | 
for a moment take a view of the debt now actually due | 
by the state. By the report of the Auditor General | 
made in December last, it appears the debt stands as 
follows: 
Appropriations due to turnpikes 


* $115,643 81 


Do do Bridges 6,000 00 | 
Do do Rivers 18,199 52 | 
Do do Miscellaneous 50,014 98 | 
Do do due on loans 8,140,000 00 | 








$8,327,849 31! 

Add to this the million loan passed in 
November last which has recently 
been taken 

Add the loan made by the Governor 
and yesterday sanctioned by the Le- 
gislature 

Add the compulsory loan from the diff- 
erent banks a!out 

Add the loan contemplated by this bill 


1,000,000 00 | 


106,000 00 


400,000 00 | 
4,000,000 00 


$13,833,849 13 | 





If this bill passes, we wil! have a public debt of more 
than thirteen millions and a half. \t bas been said that | 
the million temporary loan of this session is to be paid | 
off out of the loan authorised by this bill, but there is no | 
provision in the bill for that purpose, and it may or may | 
not be done according to circumstances. Is it not time | 
for every reflecting man to pause and consider of the 
great magnitude of the debt? Where are we to stop? | 
I, sir, am not one of those who consider a public debt a 
public blessing, but 1 deprecate it as a great evil to 
any community. In the year 1821 there was great un- 
easiness in the public mind in consequence of the **mil- 
lion loan” as it was termed; but now the sound of mil- | 
lions has become so familiar to the ears of some gentle- 
men, that they do not seem to give the subject that se- | 
rious consideration which it merits, and begin to view 
the vastly growing debt of the state with perfect indif- | 
ference and composure. One year they borrow a mil- | 
lion, the next between two and three millions, and this | 

ear we are called upon to go still further. The Legis- 
lesan have already this session passed three loan bills, 
one authorising the loan of a million, another compelling 
the banks to loan 5 per cent. of their capital, which loan | 
will amount to about 400,000 dollars, a third sanctioning | 
the loan of 106,000 dollars made by the governor with- 
out the authority of tne law; but it seems these are con- | 
sidered but preliminary measures to the vast loan in this 
bill of four millions. tcenfess | feel some alarm at this 
rapid accumulation of debt. I call upon every member 
in this committee to reflect seriously on the subject.— 
Let us not deceive ourselves and the people, in en- | 
deavours to divert our and their attention from this un- 
pleasant subject, by picturing to the imagination golden 
harvests of prosperity that may never be realized. Let 
them know the whole truth and the full extent of the 
growing evil. 

Some years since, Mr. Chairman, I had the honor ofa | 
seat on this floor, when the law passed forthe commence- 
ment of the “Pennsylvania canal,” and also when the law 
passed which authorised what was called an ‘extension’ | 


} 


ofthat canal. My course at that time is well known. [op- | 
posed these laws because, at that time we were unprepa- 
red, and had not that information on the subject, which | 
I thought was requisite, and because instead of one | 
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leading communication to connect the eastern and west- 
ern waters, they provided for the commencement of a 


, number of other canals, the construction of which were 


neither warranted by the condition of our treasury nor 
by their probable utility. Was not this opposition well 
founded’ We were gravely told by a committee of the 
Legislature, at that time, that the canal from Middle- 
town to Clarke’s ferry, would only cost 6,000 dolls. per 
mile, when the actual cost of that section has been more 
than five, nay sixtimes that sum. ‘This is a faint speci- 
men of the difference between the estimates and actual 
cost on the other sections. ‘The present condition of 


| the works is certainly somewhat discouraging. In or- 


der to secure a majority, canals were commenced in al- 
most every section of the state where they were prac- 
ticable, none of which have been completed, and conse- 
quently the whole remains almost entirely unproduc- 
tive. 

One of the strongest objections to the present system 
of canalling was that no provision was made to meet the 
interest on loans, and finally to reimburse the principal. 
In the state of New York, which the canal men in our 
own have professed to copy, among the earliest provi- 
sions is to be found one for the assessment of a large 
stim of money from the occupiers of land immediately 
benefitted by the canal. This was certainly fair and 
proper. Those whose lands were enhanced in value 
were compelled to contribute in the same proportion. 
Ona former occasion I suggested this equitable provi- 
sion of our sister state, but the suggestion passed un- 
heeded. The canal commissioners in their report, say: 
“But the advantages of this great public work, are not 
to be measured by the interest it will yield on the mc- 
ney expended; it adds an intrinsic and permanent val- 
ue to the commonwealth, independently of the profits 
arising from tolls. Facts existing in our own state, a- 
bundantly prove, that the additional value of the terri- 
tory bordering on canals, more than equals the whole 
amount expended in their construction. It is believed, 
and the beliefrests on practicable results that the own- 
ers of the soil in Schuylkill county, before the canal to 
Philadelphia was made, would have advanced their pri- 
vate interest by making the improvement at their own 
expense, the additional value to their lands arising from 
the canal, would have exceeded in amount the whole 
cost.” If, sir, the additional value of the territory bor- 


| dering on the canals more than equals the whole amount 


expended in their construction, it is but common jus- 


_ tice that such territory should bear the burthen of their 


completion. The lands in the western and northern 
sections of the state will be greatly increased in value, 
while the lands in the southern section will not only not 
be increased in value, but their value will actually be 
diminished in proportion to the amount of debt which 
may eventually become an incumbrance on them. Then 
what should have been the course of the projectors and 
supporters of these improvements’ It is plain. When 
the first law was passed authorizing the canals to be 
made, at the expense of the state, it should have been 


/accompanied with a provision for the assessment and 


collection of the means of their completion from those 


| who would be benefitted by them. 


But what should now be the course of the Legisla- 
ture? Would it not be prudent, under present circum- 
stances, to suspend the further progress of the works? 
Let us have some breathing time. ‘The friends of the 
canals have uniformly assured the people that they 


_could be completed without general taxation. Let 
| them now show that they have been correct in this as- 


surance. Let us pause and provide some means of rev- 
enue that may not be burthensome, but may operate 
equitably and justly. Let us pass a law taxing the hold- 


_ers of lands on the line ef the canals in proportion to 


the benefit they have and will receive; and taxing bitu- 
minous and anthracite coal which finda market by the 
canals, and which can well bear it, for the lands on 
which they abound have been more enhanced in value 
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by the canals than any others, and making some other | forty-five of that suffering class of the community for 
similar provisions so that the people in those sections of | whose relief the Institution was founded. During this 
the state which are not benefitted, may be relieved | period, however, several changes have taken place In 
from the burthen that may otherwise fall upon them. the family. Four ofits members have been removed by 

In the southern section of the state there has been | death, and three have left the Institution at their own 
nothing to increase the price of lands. The honest and | request to be with their friends, who have offered to 
industrious farmers, at present, pay heavy taxes. They | provide for them at home—one has been removed to 
pay your poor & road taxes, your taxes for educating poor | the Alms-house, in consequence of a mental malady, 
children, your taxes to support courts of justice, and | which rendered this change necessary. The vacancies 
are subject to many other disadvantages. Would it not | thus created have been nearly all filled by other admis- 
be highly unjust to heap on them any heavier burthens. | sions. ‘Two foreigners have found a home in this asylum 
It certainly would. Let us see then that they are not | during the pastyear; one altogether unable to speak 
to be subjected to this injustice. 1 for one, sir, will nev- | the English language. It is when we see such instan- 
er consent to any measure that may lead directly or in- | ces of suffering, that the value of this institution can be 
directly further to embarrass this useful and industrious | duly appreciated. What situatioa can be more desolate 
class of the community. | than that of an aged female sinking under infirmity, and 
bowed down with sorrow, in a state of entire destitu- 
| tion, in a land of strangers, unable to communicate the 











ANNUAL REPORT 
Or Tue Treasurer or tHe “INDIGENT WIDOW | 
& SINGLE WOMEN’S SOCIETY” ror 1829. 


Ar the annual meeting of the “Indigent Widow and | 
Single Women’s Society,” held at the session room of | 
the first Presbyterian church, on Thursday the 14th of | 
January, 1830—the following’ Report was read by the | 
Rey. Mr. Sanronp:— | 

In presenting a report to the benevolent founders | 
and patrons of any public charity, or useful institution, | 
it is peculiarly gratifying to be able to make such repre- | 
sentations of its progress and prosperity as would be | 
grateful to their feelings, and prove the most accepta- | 
ble return which could be offered for their kind exer- | 
tions to promote its welfare. But it is not always inthe | 
power of those on whom this duty may devolve, to fur- | 
nish such a statement. A faithful account, which is the | 
only one that can be rendered, may frequently be pain- 
ful and discouraging, and one which may heavily tax | 
the sympathy and kindness of friends. The managers | 
of the “indigent widows and single “women’s society,” | 
as they had anticipated from the decline in their annual 
subscriptions, encountered considerable pecuniary em-_ 
barrassment at the close of the past year; and under | 
these circumstances were obliged to make a representa- | 
tion of the state of the society, inthe public papers.-- 
This statement did not excite all the sympathy that is | 
usually manifested for this institution. ‘There is, there- | 
fore,still a debt of the past year uncancelled,* a circum- 
stance much to be regretted; as the permanent fund is so 
small, that all that can be obtained in the way of inciden- 
tal contributions, is necessary to meet the annual ex- 
penses of the society. The managers are well aware 
that there are numerous and important objects of use- 
fulness which engross public attention and make their 
demand on public liberality; nor would they desire to 
institute any claim which could interfere in the least 
with benevolent efforts of any kind. ‘There seems to 
be in christian charity, a capacity to enlarge and diffuse 
itself, so as as to meet all the wants of suffering hu- 
manity. 

The heart that is alive to this generous principle will 
find its means to do good multiplied, and the hand that 
would be extended to wipe away the tear of the orphan, 
could not pass by, unheeded, the bitter calamity of the 
widow. With these views of the bencvolence of the 
christian public, and with entire reliance on the sure | 
promises of the God of the widow, the managers do not | 
feel discouraged. They only think it their duty to offer 
a candid statement of the condition of the society. 

Its operations have not been restricted by the state of 
the funds. ‘The managers have still been enabled to | 


te LI 


| whose sympathy might be awakened. 
| stances has this society extended its relief to the bro- 
| ken-hearted stranger almost driven to despair. 


| multiplied wants which press upon her, even to those 


In several in- 


The managers desire to make their grateful acknowl- 
edgments, to those kind friends by whom they 
have been remembered during the past year. They 
feel deeply indebted for the continued liberality of Mr. 
Robert Barclay, whose usual generous benefaction has 
been doubled at the present time, in consideration of 
the reduced state of the funds. 

In an especial manner the managers would express 
their thanks to those pious individuals, who have visited 
the Asylum to promote the spiritual interests of its in 
mates. 

Such are indeed visits of mercy. These aged per- 
sons will necessarily soon be summoned into the pres- 
ence of their Judge, to give an account of the actions of 
a long life, whether they have been goed, or whether 
they have been evil,and if among their number there are 
any who have never sought and found mercy, through 
the merits of a Redeemer, it is with them indeed the 
eleventh hour, and there remains to them, but a brief 
and uncertain moment to make their peace with God. 
Under the pressing responsibility of such a case, the 
managers would earnestly solicit the continued visits of 
the ministers of the gospel, and those pious individuals 
who are willing to engage in this labor of love. 

The state of the funds of the society has already been 
referred to. An accurate and detailed statement will be 
found in the treasurer’s report. The managers have en- 
deavored to use all proper economy in regulating the 
expenditures of the Institution under their care. Fora 
comparatively small amount, the inmates of our Asylum 
are furnished with comfortable accommodation, provi- 
sion, fuel, medicine and attendance in sickness; medical 
service is given gratuitously by a benevolent physician, 
who has for several years been interested in the Institu- 
tian. It has been found from accurate calculation, that 
all the comforts and advantages connected with a resi- 
dence in the Asylum, are afforded at much less expense 
than would be incurred in any other situation in which 
these destitute females could be placed. Notwithstand- 
ing, however, this careful expenditure of the means of 
the society, its permanent fund, as has been frequently 
stated, is so inconsiderable, and its certain resources so 
inadequate, that a deficiency always exists in the income 
ofthe society; which can only be supplied, in the be- 
nign Providence of God, through the instrumentality of 
the benevolent. 

The managers, though frequently embarrassed, have 
neyer yet been left without the means to redeem the 
pledge that has been given of support and protection to 






























provide with the comforts of home, throughout the year, | those who have entered the Institution. They therefore 
| trust its aged inmates will still be able to plead their 
*Since this report was adopted by the Board of Man-| owncause. Thwse who have provided for them hither- 
agers, they were informed ofa legacy of 292.50 dolls. | to, they feel will always cheerfully minister to their ne- 
left to the Society,yby Mrs. Ann Bisland, which has been | cessities; remembering that the “thoary head is a crown 
appropriated to the satisfaction of this debt. | Of glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness.” 
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The aged who can be thus characterized, have a claim, | ed in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and the states south of 
not only onthe benevolence, but the gratitude, of the |} them? The Society are satisfied, that by an extensive 
generation among whom they linger. ‘They have per- | culture of the mulberry tree, the manufacture of sew- 
haps done much to promote the welfare of those upon | ing silk may be rendered an important source of profit 
whom they now depend. We can never estimate how | to our farmers, whose wives and daughters may thereby 
far society may have been benefitted by the influence of | be enabled to “gather up fragments” of time which 
a virtuous and pious example, extended through a long | might otherwise be lost. By the use of one or more of 
life. Surely claims which can be thus sustained, and | the simple frames described and figured in the fifth chap- 
which, while they make an appeal to benevolence, ap- | ter of the Manual on Silk, published by Congress,* the 
pear to be founded in justice, will be recognized and | business of feeding the silk-worms becomes a pleasing 





answered by agenerous community. | occupation; whereas, when they are raised on boards 
and tables, it is exceedingly troublesome. 

Indigent Widows and Single Women’s Society in ac- | As profit did not enter into the views of the Society, 

count with the T'reasurer. more than double the real value of the best cocoons 

1829. DR. | was given for them; but notwithstanding this encourage- 

To cash paid the Purchasing Committee, and | ment,a few pounds only were offered for sale; and, with 

expended by them in support of the | a single exception, these were of a very inferior quality, 

family, - - - - $2400 00 being old, and the greater part not more than one half 

To Printing Report, - - - : 11 00 | the proper size, and slightly covered with silk. The 

To cash re-paid the Saving Fund, - - 200 00 | two last defects proceeded, without doubt, from the 

Balance in the Treasury, Jan 13, 1830, : 112 56 | worms not having been regularly supplied with food.— 





Some parcels were so bad, that the purchase of them 




















Total, . - - $2,723 56 | was declined. The inferiority of those actually reeled off, 

———= | gave great trouble to the industrious, persevering and 

CR. excellent operativey employed by the Society, owing 

By balance of account for 1828, - - $14 81 to the frequent breaking of the fibres, and the rapid ex- 
By cash received in annual subscriptions, 701 00 | haustion of the cocoons. ‘Three times the quantity of 
By admissions and life subscriptions, : 280 U0 | silk obtained from them, and in a third of the time, 
By donations, - - - - 258 65 might have been reeled, had they been of the first qual- 
By donations from the Barclay Charity, - 100 00 | ity. The skill of the artist, however, overcame the dif- 
By ground rent, - : - - 12 66 ficulties that she had to encounter, and a few pounds of 
By board of persons in the Asylum, - 302 50! excellent sewing silk were mode, part of which may be 
By dividends on stock, ° - - - 667 66! seen at Mr. Ashmead’s in Walnut street, east of Dock 
By nett amount of work done in the Asylum, 53 68 | street. This silk has been tried by four of the work- 
By do. do. of sales, - - - 14 85 | men of Messrs. Charles C. Watson & Sons, who have 
By cash from charity box, : - : 2U 75 | certified as to its being equal in quality to any imported, 
By Fines from Managers, ° - - 4 50 and by Mrs. Hogg, one of the most fashionable ladies’ 
By Legacy, from Mrs. Anne Bisland, - <=92 50 dress-makers in Philadelphia, who, in addition to an ex- 
pression of a similar opinion, says, that in one respect, 

Total, - - - $2,723 56 | it even possesses an advantage over foreign silk, in not 





—— twisting, and forming knots, technically **kinking.” 
sa In reeling the silk from the cocoons, the Italian reel, 
ADDRESS OF TED imported by a enemas of the eb Pasig was employed. 
li tn +e — It worked acmirably: the knowledge of i's operation is 
SHATTER ANEA CARE SOCIETY | easily acquired and is recommended to all who wish to 
engage in the business of reeling. It can be made by 

any turner for $12. 

“Mr. Swayne’s apparatus consists of a wooden frame, 


In September last, this Society announced that they 
had engaged a person fully competent to the reeling | 
of silk from cocoons, and making silk, offering, at the 
same time to teach those arts, and to purchase cocoons. | four feet two inches high, each side sixteen inches and 
The experiment was intended to redeem the pledge, | 4 half wide, divided into eight partitions by small pie- 
made last year by the Society to that effect, and in the | ces of wood, which form grooves, in which the slides 
hope that some of our citizens in Pennsylvania, New- | or feeding frames run, and are thus easily thrust in or 
Jersey and Delaware, upon whose farms the native red, | drawn out of the frame. The upper slide is of paper 
or the white mulberry trees grew, would avail them-| only, and designed to receive the worms as soon as 
selves of the opportunity of acquiring the desirable, and | hatched; the two next, are « f catgut, the threads about 
to them, important knowledge; and that others, favour- 


1» IMporte one-tenth of an inch distant from one another. These 
able to its diffusion, would enable some females to ob- | are for the insects, when a little advaneed in size; the 


tain it, whose pecuniary means would not permit them | four lower ones are of wicker work, the openings thr’o 
to defray their expenses in the city, during even the 


4 * } om which the dung is to fall being about a quarter of an 
short time required for its acquisition; the Society have | 


’ e inch square. Uuder each of those as well as catgut, are 
been disappointed; for although the notice wasinserted | slides made of paper, to prevent the dung of the worms 


in most of the city newspapers, with a request that the | falling on those feeding below them. Mr. S. afterwards 
editors of country prints would copy it, no application | found that netting may be substituted with advantage, 
was made on the subject from any quarter whatever.— | jn the room of wicker bottoms. The meshes of the net- 
This neglect is regretted, because nothing but the | ting were about half an inch square. 

knowledge that might have been acquired, is wanting, | «The caterpillars are to be kept on the second and 
to enable those who have mulberry trees, not only to | third feeding slides, until their dung and litter do not 
supply their families with the sewing silk required by | readily fall through, and then to be removed to the feed- 
them for their own use, but to make enough to become | ing slides with wicker bottoms, and fed thereon till they 
an object worthy of attention ina pecuniary point of | show symptoms of being about to spin. Each wicker 


view, without in the least interfering with their usual | feeding slide will afford sufficient room for five hundred 
domestic duties. It has been frequently stated, thatin | worms, when grown to their full size. 


three counties of Connecticut, where the culture of silk | 

has been largely attended to, for the last forty years, a ee These were distributed among the members of 

great part of the circulating medium consists of sewing | Congress of the session of 1827, 283—for general circuls- 

silk, and that storekeepers freely barter their goods for | tion; 8,000 copies were printed. 

it. What then,is to prevent the example being follow- + Miss Mary Brush, of Bedford, West Chester Coun- 
ty, New York. 





aes 


At at ES 








NON Las teal aR 


* 
Sri. 


Tae UME tas 0 


Melons: 


ms 


sate 


TA sl eS Ron SP oda 


oe 


PE eS, Pier wr tee 





1830. } PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 87 


‘‘ In order to give room for an increased stock of cat- 
erpillars, spare slides should be made to fit the three up- 
per apartments with wicker bottoms of split rattans, 
which may be used for full grown worms.” 

The slides of the feeding frames of Messrs. Terhoeven, 











| tine Church, the citizens in that neighborhood, having 


experienced the inconyenience, arising from the want 
of a public clock and bell, became desirous of taking 
advantage of the permission granted by the congrega- 
tion to them, of placing in said cupola, such a clock and 


of Philadelphia county, are four feet square, and are | bell; and, in the expectation that a sufficiency of funds 
fixed to upright posts; they have two sets in one room, | would be raised by public subscription, they authorized 
with passages between and around them. ‘This size en- | the pastor of said church, to contract for the old State 
ables a person to reach any part of them. Over the | House clock at $250 00 
slides are frames, placed on cleets, and filled with split | The expense of the repairs and fixing, will be 360 00 
rattans, at proper distances, to permit the litter to fall | And the cost ofa bell of 1500 Ibs. is 675 60 
through. 


Renzyamin R. Morgan, President. 








Making a total expense of $1285 00 
Josern Hempuitt, Vive President. | Whereas the whole amount of subscription is 800 dol- 
Matuew Carry, Secretary. | lars; and, in consequence of the deficiency of 485 dol- 
NatHan Bunker, ‘Treasurer. | lars, they have been induced to approach Councils, ask- 
F. Dusar, ” | ing for a remission of the price of the old clock; which, 
James Mease, \ hist Coimaitaiin ' the committee on the State House Steeple, reported in 
Joseph Ripka, ea See 1827, was only worth the price of old metal, and then 

J. McCauley, | offered it for 200 dollars. 
Philadelphia, January 1, 1830. | Your Committee, in consideration of the amount of 
| private subscriptions, and of the convenience to our fel- 
| low citizens of this section, would recommend, that the 
| reasonable request should be granted, as promoting an 
object of public utility. And such a course, being adop- 
'ted by Councils, would have a precedent; for at the 


Ota ° ° . 
A communication was received from the City Com- time the house was erected at the intersection of Pine 
and Second streets, the citizens of the south-eastern sec- 


missioners stating that an application had been made to | ne | 
lease Sassafras sireet wharf on the Schuylkill for the | tion opened a subscription for the purchase of a clock 
term of five years. Referred to the committee on Ches- | and bell, towards which the Councils subscribed 600 
nut, Mulberry and Sassafras street wharves. | dollars, (and are at an annual expense for keeping them 
‘The City Sienaiataman also stated, that application | in order,) whilst the balance of 603 dollars was paid by 
had been made by the owners and occupiers of the pro- | the citizens. . Ree: 
perty on the south side of Pine street wharf onthe Del-| | The Committee would wish it distinctly understood, 
aware, respecting the right and privileges that are sey- | that this grant is not to be considered in favour, or for 
erally claimed by them and the city. Referred to the | pe es of a eee of St. ee 
committee on Pine street wharf. | church, but it is designed for the convenience of suc 
The following communication was received from the | of our fellow-citizens as reside in the north eastern part 
Mayor. | of our city; it is free from sectarian feelings; and, the 
Maror’s Orrice, Jan. 28, 1830, | —— aa oe a use of, as being peculiar- 
. vy adapted to the object. 
Tota Soiet end Commen Cente, The Committee would therefore respectfully present 
Gentlemen—The numerous acts of violence and out- | the following resolution. 
rage upon the persons and property of our peaceable | Re it Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, 
citizens, and the boldness with which many of those | That the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars for which 
acts are committed, at an early hour in the evening, are | the old State House Clock was sold to the Rev. Michael 
sure indications that we are infested at this time by an | Hurley, be and the same is hereby remitted; and, that 
unusual number of villains, of the boldest and most da- | the clock and the bell about to be placed in St. Augus- 
ring character. To puta stop to those outrages so far | tine church, be and the said bell and clock are hereby 
as lies in my power, I have ordered the silent watchmen | yested in the Pastor of said church of St. Augustine, 
to patrole the streets from the hour of seven in the eve- | and his successors forever; in trust, for the use and ben- 
ning. I have also directed the two High Constables to > efit of the citizens of Philadelphia—Provided, that in 
patrole the streets during the evening with such of the | the event of the removal or demolition of the said church 
City Constables as they can procure to assistthem. It) _and provided also that unless the said clock be kept 
must be obvious, however, that these means (and they | jn order and repair without any expense to this corpo- 
conceived to be all that are within the control of the May- | ration this grant shall cease and be void; and that the 
or) are entirely inadequate in the present emergency. | property of the said clock and bell shall be vested in 
It is therefore respectfully suggested to Councils wheth- | ype ‘Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of the city of Phil- 
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er it would not be expedient to authorize the appoint- adelphia.” 

ment of an additional number of police officers for a lim- | Mr. Bak k aa ahaha Se 
ited time, to be placed under the direction of the Mayor, | _ id Peet bed « eee : ae 7 on ea 
and to provide a suitable compensation for their servi- | can ae ee ee 
ces. This or any other plan that may have suggested it- | a ee 3 

self to Councils, shall receive my hearty co-operation. | Mr. Price presented the following: 

Respectfully, WILLIAM MILNOR, Mayor. | To the Select and Common Councils. 

Messrs, Miller, Worrell, Thompson, Walmsley, Troth,| The Committee on Markets have had under conside- 
and Keyser, were appointed a committee to confer with | ration the Memorial of the Victuallers, fora repeal of so 
the Mayor on the subject, and take such measures as | much of the Ordinance of December 20th, 1810, as re- 
may be necessary. | quires the removal of posts and rails erected on the 
Mr. Boyd presented the following: 2 at the end of each Market, and are of opinion that 

; e inconvenience is not greater than every storekeeper 
To the Seleet and Common Councils. is subjected to, in the opening and closing of his store; 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial | and, the advantage of this regulation is of much impor- 
of the citizens, residing in the north-east section of the | tance to the public. One of the causes of complaint is, 
city, for a remission of the price of the old State House | the danger of injury from the hooks; and if such dan- 
Clock, request leate to report: ger can be apprehended from a careful removal of the 

That since the cupola has been erected on St. Augus- | posts and rails, much greater could be anticipated to the 
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incautious, hy permitting them to remain standing. Your The following communication from the City Solici- 
committee would much prefer, that the same regulation 


| tor, was referred to the committee on the subject. 
should extend to all the Market-houses. To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phil- 
rhe following resolution is submitted: 


. : adelphia. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Markets be dis- Gentlemen—Having iol that an inquiry has 
charged from the further consideration of this subject. 
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In the important and expensive improvements now in 
progress at High strect wharf, the committee on Mar- | 
kets submitted to the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and 
Surveyors, such a regulation of High street, east of Wa- 


| been directed by Councils, into the sums received by 


the different attorneys and solicitors of the corpora- 
tion from the year 1820 to 1829, both inclusive, my at- 
tention has naturally been drawn to the subject. 


Pipe aR SEY 


; By an investigation, which has occupied me a consid- 
ter street, as was considered very important to the con- : 
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templated valuable alterations; but they decided against 
any change, and that the present regulation should be 
established. Against this decision an immediate appeal 
was filed with the Recording Surveyor, and the com- 
mittee would now request Councils to consider this sub- 
ject, and therefore offer the following resolution: 

Be it Resolved, That the Paving Committee, in con- 
junction with the Committee on Markets, be requested 
to view the regulation of High street, east of Water st., 
and report to Councils what alteration, if any, is neces- 
sary therein. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

Mr. Massey presented a petition, praying that an al- 
ley, running from Water street to the wharf, between 
Morton’s and Coxe’s stores, below Walnut street, may 
be re-paved. Referred to Paving Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Donaldson, the report of the com- 
mittee on the public property on Schuylkill, north of | 
Chesnut street, was taken into consideration. 

The first resolution, extending William E. Tucker’s 
lease of the old Engine House, was amended so as to 
read fwo years, instead of three years, and adopted. 

The second and third resolutions, directing the City 
Commissioners to cause a wharf to be built at the ter- | 
mination of Chesnut street, and to pave Chesnut street | 
from Beach street to the Schuylkill, were rejected. 

The fourth resolution was alopted. It is as follows: | 

“Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, that | 
the City Commissioners be and they are hereby author. | 
ized and directed to advertise for proposals for leasing | 
for ten years so much of the city property as is contain- 
ed within 50 feet of the north line of Chesnut street,and 
sovth line of the Bridge Company’s property south of | 
High street, and from the west line of Ashton street to | 


the river Schuylkill, (the City reserving the right to | 
continue Beach street through said property) the pro- | 
posals to specify the kind of wharves and improvements | 
to be made by the lessee, and the City Commissioners 
are further directed to report to the Councils all the | 
proposals that may be made.” 
This resolution was not adopted without debate, and 
can hardly be considered as the absolute decision of Coun- 
cils on the subject. 


leases for so long « period as ten years. 


tempt the improvement of the property at this moment. 
Mr. Troth thought that the public good would, in the | 
course of the ensuing summer, make it incumbent on | 
Councils, to sell or let on permanent ground rent, all that | 
part of the property lying between Beach street and the | 
river. The remainder ought to be kept out of the mar- | 
ket for some years. 
Mr. Johnson thought it necessary, before making any | 
disposition of the property, to setUle a pending dispute | 
with the Bridge Company. 
On his motion, the followlng resolution was adopted: | 
Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, That | 
the City Recording Surveyor be requested to lay before | 
Councils at their next stated meeting, a profile of the | 


erable length of time, I have collected such information 
relative to the legal fees paid by the city during that pe- 
riod, as to show that the terms of the resolution, if con- 
strued strictly, will exclude several thousand dollars 
from the consideration of the committee, a very large 
portion of which ought, under a fair construction of the 
ordinance creating the office I have the honor to hold, 
to have gone to the regular officer of the corporation. 

I would therefore respectfully request Councils to al- 
low me to make such statements in writing to them, as 
will fully disclose my own views of the duties of the of- 
fice and the emoluments attached to it, before any re- 
port the committee may deem it proper to make, isact- 
ed upon. I am Gentlemen, 

Very respectfully, your obdt. servt. 
JOUN M. READ. 





CANAL DOCUMENTS. 


Report to the commissioners of the state of Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey, in relution to the Delaware, at Trenton, 
October 26th, 1829, 

rEaD, December 10, 1829. 

To John Rutherford, Caleb Newbold, and Garret D. 
Wall, Esqrs. on the part of New Jersey; Nathaniel B. 
Eldred, John Ross, and David Scott, Esqrs. on the 
part of Pennsylvania, commissioners relative to the 
river Delaware. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Being honored with your appointment, to make such 
“surveys on each side ofthe river Delaware, as we 
should deem necessary to ascertain at what places the 
waters of the Delaware may be most advantageously 


| taken by the said states, respectively, for canal and o- 
_ ther purposes; also, the best mode of constructing dams, 


and the height of the same, so as to guard from injury, 
in the best manner, the shad fishery and the navigation 


_ of the said river, and the least height at which the said 


dams can be made to answer said purposes,’’and that we 


_ report on said several matters, together with such cal- 
_ culations, remarks, information and objections, as may 
appear expedient, and submit the same to your board, 


at Trenton, on the 26th of October, then next ensuing. 
Mr. Walmsley thought it would be impolitic to grant | 


We were furnished with a copy of your agreement to 


that effect, which being made on the 28th of Septem- 
Mr. John Price Wetherill thought it premature to at- | 


ber last, we have presumed, from the early day therein 
named, that we might consistently avail of any former 
official surveys applicable to this occasion, and make 
those only found to be further necessary, 

Having now examined the whole course of the Dela- 
ware, as it flows between the states of New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, above tide, and investigated, specially, 
the local circumstances of those places to which we pro- 
pose to cal) your particular attention, we concur in the 
following statements and recommendations: 

We have thought it our duty to inquire, as much as 
time and opportunity would permit, into the practice 
on other rivers,where the business of rafting is followed 
in time of freshets, as well as to apply the results of our 
own observations and -practical experience. Indeed, 


City Plot, west of Schuylkill Front streets, noting such | the great value of the lumber trade and fisheries on the 
streets as are now recorded as public highways, togeth- | Delaware, both to the public and the numerous persons 
er with those which are not recorded as such, accom- | engaged in them—citizens of three states, and your so- 
panied with such observations and remarks as in his | licitude to guard those interests from “‘injury,”has made 
opinion may be deemed necessary for the information | us sensible of the propriety of great caution. I 


of Councils. The progress of agriculture and trade, itis well known 
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has given occasion for the formation of canals in various | od having been employed with advantage, we are cred- 
parts of our country, deriving their waters from rivers | ibly informed, on the Lackawaxen branch of the Dela- 


by means of dams. The Hudson, the Susquehanna, the 
Connecticut, and the Merrimack, are conspicuous in- 
stances; and experiment has suggested precautions, 


which taken, no injury or inconvenience ensues. In- | 


deed, on the latter, (within Mr. Sullivan’s knowledge, ) 
the dams have enabled the people engaged in the jum- 
ber trade, to make and fulfil contracts during the sum- 
mer months, into which they could not have entered, 
but for this improvement of the natural navigation. 

It is commonly noticed, that the perpendicular rise 
of the water is, in time of freshets, greater below than 
above rapids. From remarks male at Wells’ falls, we 
believe sometimes nearly twice as much. But the rise 
of the water above dams, will not, in time of freshiets, 
be increased as much more asthe height of the dams a- 


bove low water mark; because, the water has over tlrem | 


a free vent, or is not, as in the natural state of the river, 
so much impeded by the great rise, or accumulation of 
the water at the foot of the fall. 


if in the constructiun of a dam, with a view to accom: | 


modate rafts in low river, the water is concentrated and 
deepened in the channels, they will pass in time of high 
water equally well as before; and if the low state of the 
river, the artificial slope is no more, or the same as some 
of the natural rapids, the current must be equal. 

it now requires a rise of about five feet at Milford, 
and theee feet at Easton, above low water mark, to be 
a safe rafting pitch of water. 


The perceptible amelioration of our climate, from one | 


period to another, and the diminution of the waters of 
the head branches of rivers, may at length make the 
complete improvement of the Delaware for rafting, im- 
portant; andl we conceive it expedient on this occasion, 
to suggest the establishment of a rule of construction, 
which if approved by the joint board of commissioners, 
and the legislatures of the two states, may become a law. 

We suggest the plan ef construction, subsequently 


described, trom being aware of the velocity which a raft | 


is liable to acquire, and the force with which its prog- 
ress is resisted when striking into water having less mo- 
tion than itself; also, when the river is low, the accele- 
ration which the water gets in descending along a slop- 
ing apron, whereby it may become two shallow, unless 
the slope has raised sides converging and keeping it 
from flowing laterally off. We are also aware, that 
when the forepart of a raft passes over and beyond the 
pitch of the dam, it fora moment ceases to be so much 


_ware, and must in our opinion, be well calculated to 
| control the acceleration which a raft acquires in descend- 
ing a fall. 

Sixty feet is mentioned as the width of the upper 
| end of the apron; being informed that it is not usual to 
| make rafts more than two lenghts of a board wide, or 
| thirty-two feet, and thatthe space between the piers 
| of some of the bridges over the Delaware, is not much 
more than this, rafts may be guided or steered by marks, 

in the usual manner. The most convenient and perma: 
nent mark, isa timber, chained by one end to the bot- 
|tom, the other consequently rising above water. A 
| buoy of this kind on each side the passage through the 
dam, would be seen ata sufficient distance. Such are 
| used to mark the channel on the Hudson. 
| At each dam there shuuld also be two fishways, onc 
, on each side of the sloping apron. The method em- 
| ployed on some of the northern rivers, with success, 
(within Mr. Suilivan’s knowledge,) is on the principle 
of giving such prolongation to the fall as that the cur- 
| rent shall be greatly diminished, and at the same time 
| affording resting places. To prolong the current, the 
_slope, which should be thirty feet long, and construct- 
| ed of stone, being twenty feet wide, with sides, is divid- 
| ed by partitions projected from its sides alternately, but 
| not extending its whole width The passage is consequent- 
_ly from right to left. If these spaces be 3 ft wide and 2 ft, 
| deep, there is room for fish to pass in great numbers. But 
| besides passing up this passage, they may pass directly 
over the partitions to the opening in the dam, which 
‘should be at least as Jow therein as the raft-way is deep. 
} Fish would travel one hundred and forty feet thus to 
ascend four feet. The fishway should be planked over 
| to protect them, and exclude the light. We are also of 
| opinion, that shad would ascend the sloping apron of 
\the dams, especially if formed in gradations, which is 
| the mode of building on the Hudson. 
It is also a fact, (observed by Mr. Sullivan,) that shad 
ascend canals when connected by locks with the tide. 
| It was his practice to let out the right to fish, at the tide 
| lack of acanal formerly under his care. Whether it 
| was instinct that led them to ascend the same waters 
from which they had come, or to seek some stream of 
fresh water, is immaterial; if we suppose the former, 
\ they are as likely to descend the Pennsylvania canal 
from the Lehigh, as to enter the Delaware, and will in 
the spring be found in every lock, awaiting the opening 


water borne forward as before, and that the weight of | of the gates to ascend. 


this end depresses the middle into the water, unless the | We might here avail of skilful and ingenious modes 
mode of rafting be such as to allow the raft to be verti- | of constructing the sloping aprons and fishways, sug- 
cally flexible as when composed of cribs of boards, or | gested by one of the board, but that simplicity and prac- 
boxes of coal. ‘Fhe passage into the apron should there- | tical experience in those we have above described, 
fore have sufficient depth to allow a stiff raft to settle a | seems to make them more easy to build, and therefore 
little in the middle, without touching the dam. Few | proper to be adopted. We should also be glad to sug- 


rafts draw more than two feet of water. gest some mode of protecting the young fish, did the 
We proceed to describe the form of adam which is | 


various avenues opened for the spring ascent permit. 
adapted to a low stage of the water as well as to fresh-| The best mode of constructing dams depends so much 


ets. It will be found tolengthen in the same propor- | on the nature of the bottom, and exposure to floods and 
tion as it raises the rapid. = ice, that we do not enter into this topic further on this 
We recommend it as a general rule, that whenever a | occasion, as regards the plan of the above mentioned 
dam shall be constructed on the Delaware river, it shall | passage through them. . 
be placed in the range of the channel, at a sufficient; 2d. The question, “at what places the waters of the 
distance above the upper pitch of the fall, to admit of | Delaware may be most advantageously taken for canals 
placing below it, or from it, down stream, a sloping a- | and other purposes,” cannot, perhaps, be intelligibly 
pron, which shall extend at least ninety feet for every | answered without first offering to your attention a brief 
four feet, perpendicular measurement; that it shall have | general descripticn of the river Delaware, so far as it 
raised sides of three feet, converging so as to narrow | borders on New Jersey, above Trenton, with a view es- 
the lower end one-fourth; that the opening through the } pecially to the relative situation of the falls, at which we 
dam into the said apron, shall be at least sixty feet wide | concur in thinking dams may be advantageously estab- 
and three feet deep; that to prevent rafts from running | lished, and with locks near for the Durham boats. 
their forward end under water, when it reaches the bot-| The nearest rapid aboye Carpenter’s point, is called 
‘tom of the apron, there shall be a range of long timbers, | Peter’s rift. It is within the state of New York. The 
hinged or chained to the foot of the slope, with their | next is at Danning’s ferry, ashort distance above it.— 
other ends floating down stream, in order to lift and | These come within the range of this report, only as be- 


oe raft in its velecity, in some degree; this meth- | ing the proposed location of adam, from whence the 
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Delaware division of the Pennsylvania canal is to derive | estimate of this two miles is by Major Douglass, 58,000 
its principal supply of water. ‘The former location be- | dollars, being the lowest estimate. 

ing designated in the survey by Major Douglass,the up-| — The river might be crossed by an aqueduct bridge at 
per one by the survey of Mr. Sargent; both places have | the head of the gap, were it of importance enough to 
the recommendation of rock bottom, and both approach | avoid the rocky shore of the Pennsylvania side, or to 
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near the Hudson and Delaware canal. 

At Carpenter’s point, where the boundary of three 
states coincide, the channel of the river is deep, and for 
« considerable distance above and below it, the river is 
not rapid. 

In descending the river, the first suitable place for a 
dam is at Thornton’s rifts, which would back the water 
above the point, in whatever manner the navigation shall 
be conveniently extended to the line; it will strongly 
invite the Hudson and Delaware canal company, by 
their own interest, to form a junction with it, as their 
canal will then become the most direct route to Phila- 
delphia from the north and north west; the same loaded 
boat may then go from Philadelphia to Lake Cham- 
plain and to lake Erie in about the same distance, but 
at less expense than by any other route probably, as 
others involve transhipment. 

The junction of this extensive navigation, which will 
originate business, not previously calculated on, will be 
done at only the expense of three locks anda short cut. 

Considering ths direction of the Pennsylvania canal 
as located, the following suggestion is with a view to 
enable New Jersey to partake in its advantages by giv- 
ing the townships along the river above the Walpack 
bend, access to it. 

Accordingly, it is worthy of notice, that the next rap- 
id is about a mile below the Millford bridge, near the 
house of William Brink, Esq. There is here a chain 
of islands on the Jersey shore, extending two or three 
miles, the channel being on the Pennsylvania side, a- 
cross which were a dam thrown and a basin formed _ be- 
hind the islands, these being also connected, water 
might be at the necessary elevation to supply a canal on 
the flats to the bend, and by an aqueduct bridge con- 
nect with the Pennsylvania canal, after it had passed by 
tunnel through, or by other means around the Walpack 
bridge. This canal would accommodate the fertile 
towns of Montaque, Landiston and Walpack in Sussex. 

Had time permitted us, this side of the river would 
have been thus far instrumentally investigated; it may in- 
deed be worthy of a future survey, as the union of pur- 
pose in the two states will net now hmit the preliminary 
operations of engineers to one side alone. 


Should New Jerscy deem it expedient to open this 
line, Flat Kill may be made a source of supply; as the 
Delaware rarely runs between banks so low as to per- 
mit water to be taken from it by dams, without exten- 
sive works capable of sustaining the force of the fresh- 
ets, but if the canal should be on one side of the river 
only, there isa suitable place below the bend for a 
dam, fer the other to gain access to it by locks. 


From the bend, the ground is more favourable on the 
Pennsylvania side to Broadhead’s creek, on which the 
extensive village of Stroudsburg is situated, and here 
there will not only be the accession of this water as a 
feeder,but of business to the canal, this being the expect- 
edatermination perhaps, of the rail road from Pittstown on 
the Susquehanna, or rather from the coal valley of the 
i_ackawana to the watergap. There are so few places 
in our country whence ccal can be derived, and so few 
routes for this trade compared to these of England, that 
there can be no reasonable doubt of business enough on 
them all, to make them profitable stock. The transport- 
ation en the upper sections will also add equally to that 
of the lower section; canals are generally profitable in 
proportion to their extent. 

The ground appears more favourable on the Jersey 
side of the water gap, where there are for the greater 
part of the distance cultivated flats. But the motives 
te cross to it may not be sufficient, as Broadhcad’s creek 
will have so recently afforded a supply of water. The 


| form a junction with the Sussex and Orange canal, or, 
| if the whole dis'ance to below Foul rift were found less 
expensive on the Jersey side the river. 

But it is also true, that a connection with that canal 
| may beeasily formed by locks opposite Columbia, es- 
| pecially ifa low dam were used below that place to 
| form still water. 
| ‘The canal will now have on the Pennsylvania side fa- 
| vorable ground, till it comes to the Slate Hill at Long 
rift, (52d mile,) which is succeeded by the flats oppo- 
site Belvidere, and then by the Limestone steep of 
Foul rift, but it may be worthy of a future investigation 
whether some expense might-not be saved and advan- 
tages gained, by crossing by an aqueduct bridge at the 
beginning of the Slate Hill, and recrossing below Foul 
rift, especially as a seasonable re-supply of water could 
be drawn from the Pequest, below most of the mills in 
the village. ‘The great water power at this place, as 
well as the produce of the county of Warren, might be 
expected to increase the canal revenue considerably. 
Mr. Sullivan having visited Belvidere, heard in an inter- 
view with the principal inhabitants, much selicitude ex- 
pressed to have the line re-examined, notwithstanding 
access to the canal could be had by crossing the river, 
to locks if on the other side. 

‘The roads on the Pennsylvania side lead to the points 
where the aqueducts would cross and re-cross, and tow- 
paths might be easily made wide enough for bridges; 
Erie canal crosses and re-crosses the Mohawk to occu- 
py more favorable ground. 

The alternatives are rock excavation for the entire ca- 
nal, along Foul rift, according to the location of it by 
Major Douglass, or a river bank wall and terrace accord- 
ing to Mr. Sargent’s location. ‘This is no doubt the 
most difficult place on the route, except one. But two 
thirds the distance is very favourable ground, 

When the canal line approaches Easton, the alterna- 
tives have been presented of building a dam, and of mak- 
ing anembankment in front of the town, to reach the 
Lehigh basin. But as the plan of building dams, which 
we have suggested, may obviate all objections to them, 
we recommend that one be erected at the head of the 
Philipsburg rapid, to form also a basin on the Delaware 
side of Easton, alse with the lock in some convenient 
place for the Durham boats. The wide lock now building 
inthe Lehigh dam, will connect the two basins; the 
Morris canal will also be accommodated. 

We fix the dam at Philipsburg, to be four feet high, 
as this will back the water to the mouth of the Bush- 
kill, where there is a suitable place for the lower leck 
of the upper section of the canal, which the commis- 
sioners will recollect, will be 66 miles in length, de- 
scending 259 feet, according to the surveys. 

It will also be recollected that the southern section 
from Easton to Bristol, (now nearly completed,) is 59 
miles, of which the first thirty five miles extend to New 
Hope, and derived supply from the Lehigh; the other 
24 miles being calculated to draw its supply from the 
Delaware, at Well’s falls, situated near that village. 

In descending the river from Easton, we find in the 
ten miles to the month of the Muscanetcong, six rapids, 
in which the whole fall is 28 feet. 

As the canal passes along the Flats opposite the mouth 
of that stream, on which there are many mills, access 
might be had to it by two locks. From the Delaware, 
Durham falls 4 short distance below descends 3 feet.— 
In further descending, we pass seven rapids before 
reaching Warford’s falls, which have fourteen feet in 
14 miles. 

Head of Warford’s is by the canal levels, 88 feet above 
tide. ‘The river is here 60 rods wide. The bottom is 
rock. ‘This was the place from whence the feeder to 
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the Raritan canal was in 1824 recommended, or con. | 
templated by the United States engineers to commence, | 
for the direct route as surveyed under the cemmission- 
ers of the preceding year, and as no more southern | 
line had been levelled, it must have beena mistake to 
suppose (as in one of the pamplilets is stated,) that they 
recommended one found on investigation, to be too high. 
They could not have “recommended” what was as vet 
unexplored. The comparison was properly between 
the route surveyed by Mr. Randall, and that deemed the 
best location for the corporate company. 

Which ever may be finally decided on, this location 
for a dam may be important as affording to both states 
peculiar advantages. It permits of a re-supply to the 
Pennsylvania canal, for the nine miles above NewHope, 
thus rendering the canal less rapid towards Easton, than 
it may otherwise be. The ground between the canal 
and river is favorable for the formation of a lock and 
basin to connect the Raritan feeder and the canal. 

As the head of the feeder on the Delaware and Rari- 
tan canal, though 26 miles distant from that line, it has 
the preference over nearer points of departure on the 
river, as its elevation permits of some choice of ground 
in locating the line, perhaps of keeping it on the flat 
lands instead of the shore, and the immediate fall of the 
14 feet allows of soon withdrawing the line from the 
reach of the freshets, and of forming a guard lock and 
gates with a sufficient head of water to throw in a suffi- 
cient volume for the exigencies of a very dry summer, 
or any occasion of sudden replenishing. It permits of 
the repetition of the advantage of a head of water, and 
of the proper slope of bottom for a feeder, without its 
making the canal too deep. 

Our climate being dryer and hotter than France and 
England, experience has proved that our canals will 
require more water than is ‘stated to be requisite in 
those countries. 

We therefore recommend the head of Warford’s falls 

as the place of the next dam, and that the height of en- 
trance onto the sloping apron for the passage of rafts 
be two feet above low water mark, the rest of the dam 
to be four feet above that mark, ordinarily; that in build- 
ing the dam at this place, there be erected a pier at the 
angle where the dam and feeder wall shall meet, and 
thence continue the dam to the Jersey shore; that a 
dam may be made from the main dam to the head of the 
island, to form a basin to draw the supply of water from 
for the Pennsylvania canal, and if the Durham boat lock 
be from below into this basin, there be made an open- 
ing for them through the main dam to pass into the riv- 
er above it. : 
_ Bull’s Island rapid is the next below Warford’s. It 
as seventy-two feet above tide, and along the Pennsyl- 
vania shore, and descends three feet in one-fourth of a 
mile. The canal here passes through Lumberville, and 
is sustained by a high wal!, which a dam at the rapid 
would in some measure disturb. Were a dam to be re- 
quisite here, its location might be convenient from the 
upper end of this island te a point of land above the vil- 
lage in ten feet water. The bottom of the ‘rapid is 
gravel. Pennsylvania could derive no advantage from 
thisdam. The nearest place above the_ island conve- 
nient to lack up to the canal, is at the distance of a mile, 
near the Point Pleasant ferry. 

Were this the head of the Raritan canal feeder, it 
could not be so soon withdrawn from the reach of the 
freshets as at Warford’s, but it would be easy to 
open a communication by locks with the Island Har- 
bor and the Pennsylvania side of the river, if there be 
occasion, 

Eagle island rapid is 65 feet above tide, gravel bot- 
tom descent about two feet, It is situated opposite the 
head of Paxton’s island. There are of course three pas- 
sages. This place was fixed on for the re-commence- 
ment of the Raritan canal feeder, when in contemplation 
of the corporate company, the head of the feeder being 
at the meuth of the Muscanitcong. 
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Well’s falls according to the canal levels is 47 9-12 ft. 
above tide. The descent in one mile is 12 feet. The 
bottom is rock, and favorable for the establishment ofa 
dam. The Pennsylvania canal here descends into a 
basin, from which the lowest section extending to Bris- 
tol 244 miles, commences. The water line of its first 
level corresponds with the surface of the river, if raised 
three feet. But as some head of water is desirable, es- 
pecially at the season when the river is in the lowest 
state, and the evaporation and waste from the canal, 
greatest; we concur in the opinion that a dam 44 feet 
high, is the least alteration thereof that would answer 
the purpose, the bottom of the raft way being 3 feet 
below this. 

But as it may become of great consequence to the 
trade of Philadelphia, and for the interest of the state, 
to prelong the canal twenty miles to that city, we think 
provision ought now to be made at this place for a 
greater supply, especially as it may be for the interest 
of New Jersey to have the Pennsylvania canal from op- 
posite Trenton to Bristol made deeper and wider than 
at present, to correspond in dimensions with the Rari- 
tan or New Jersey cansl. Therefore the base of the 
dam should be broad enough to allow of raising it to 8 
feet, and in this prospect, that the sloping apron should 
be twice as long as it would have been for 43 feet.— 
There would also be some immediate advantages, in 
raising it at once to this height, as one of the two combi- 
ned locks near the basin could be dispensed with, and 
the guard lock be alsoa lift lock in effect: thus sa- 
ving one lock. ‘The advantages to New-Jersey, would 
be that she might avail of the water power thus created, 
which being situated so as to reach either of the great 
markets by water carriage, would be valuable. The 
precise location we have fixed on for the dam is distant 
enough from the head of the fall to allow the length of 
the apron to be double. The Durham boat lock, it is 
understood would be placed between the river and the 
canal, near the foot of the falls, at the mouth of Neily’s 
creek, so that they would pass freely up the canal, a- 
bout one mile to re-enter the river, 

For these reasons we recommend that a dam be anu- 
thorised at Well’s falls to be not less than.44 feet high, 
and not mere than eight feeet high, reserving the raft 
passage. 

At Trenton falls, we find it more difficult to recon- 
cile the creation of water power with a sufficiently di- 
rect passage on the river, between the two canals. 

But the principle of the sloping apron for the passage 
of rafts, will here permit however of a dam eight feet 
in height. 

The raft way to be here two feet deep, sixty feet 
wide, wkich in relation to the mill power, may in time 
of jow water be tempurar'ly closed. The situation of the 
dam to be favorable to the rafting, should be about 2UU0 
feet above the first pitch of the falls. 

Fortunately there is a ledge shore on both sides of 
the river, where the dam might safely abut, openings of 
sufficient width, being made for the race ways, with 
guard gates; and others might be placed lower down 
the race ways if necessary. 

The height of Trenton falls above low water is 9 
31-100 feet, but as the rise of the tide is 4 feet, the ele- 
vation is at high tide 5 31-000 feet. If to this we add 
8 feet, the proposed height of the dam above low water 
mark, the head of water will be 13 feet, less so much as 
be lost by the slope uf the current from the dam to the 
situation of the mills at the head of the tide, the race 
way being carried by aqueduct across the Assumpink, 
or by excavation up along its bank to Well’s pond, and 
thence extended to tide water. 

But in our opinion, the preferable mode of corinect- 
ing the two canals, will be by an aqueduct over the Del- 
aware. Its precise situation will depend on the location 
of the canal; probably above the falls, and perhaps its 
piers be in aid of the strength of the dam. Its elevation, 
if supplied from the New Jersey canal with water, may 
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be fixed at whatever may be deemed sufficient above 
the freshets. 1t may very conveniently descend one 
lock to the line uf the Pennsylvania canal; in Morris- 
ville; and if the former should be of larger dimensions, 
the latter may be easily made to conform to it quite to 
Bristol, instead of stopping at Tully town, heretofore 
spoken of as its termination at tide, but below that place 
there ure said to be some shoals in the Delaware. 

The value of mill power at Trenton and at Morrisville 
created by the dam may be calculated from the annual 
rent of one foot square, apperture under a main head of 
24 feet at Patterson, and at Wilmington in the state of 
Delaware, as far below, as Trenton is above Philadel- 
phia. 

The permission in our instructions to suggest what- 
ever may appear expedient, as to the use of the joint 
property, which the two states possess in the waters of 
the Delaware, leads us in addition to what has already 
been recommended as regards the location of dams, to 
remark, that at these places and other places when it 
may be found to be for the accommodation and interest 
of either state, to erect dams, the engineer or superin- 
tendent of the work, may always be required by the 
law that may perhaps be framed on this subject general- 
ly, to keep an accurate account of the cost of any dam 
which either state may construct; and on its completion 
furnish to the proper authority of the other state, an au- 
thenticated statement of the expense of the work, (less 
than of any special gates or abutments which its purpo- 
ses may have required) in order that whenever tlre oth- 
er state shall see fit to avail of it the property of one un- 
divided half part thereof; on the payment of half the 
cost, shall vest, as if they had originally joined in the 
construction. Each state will thus be exempt from ex- 
pense, from which it would derive no immediate reven- 
ue, yet both be authorised by convention with the oth- 
er to proceed in the atcomplishment or undertaking of 
works of great public utility. 

in conclusion. Having described the whole line of 
the canal, in order to suggest means of connection, and 
some possible variations of the line, for mutual advan- 
tage, and named places where dams and Durham boat 
locks are immediately requisite, and where water pow- 
er may be most advantageously created, and having de- 


signate«| a place for a feeder, equally commanding all | 


the supposed routes of the Delaware and Raritan canal: 
that work so long contemplated by New Jersey, when- 
ever the interests of the two states shall coincide, and 
its supply, as well as that of the Delaware division of the 
Pennsylvania canals, be practicable, without impairing 
more ancient interests and uses of the river. We ask 


leave to add a few general considerations, which may | 


further promote the object. 

In every instance, we believe, in which the proposal 
to make the New Jersey canal has been before the le- 
gislature, its national effect and consequence has been 
admitted, not only as recommending the work, but as 


recommending it strongly, to the participation of the 
general government. 


unbroken continuity. Under this impression, and know- 
ing the peculiar dryness of our summers sometimes, if 
not invariably so, we felt it to be incumbent to fix the 
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We ccnceive that effect to de- | 
pend very much oh the economy of the route and its | 
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transportation, from the moment it shall be epéned, aug. 
menting for ages, ought to be a reason for surmounting 
considerable difficulties of ground, it is not for us to de- 
cide; though it must be considered our duty to design- 
ale a position for the feeder, that shall give the legisla- 
ture command of the whole ground, more especially as 
the circumstances of the investigation are now divested 
of all difficulty. 

Both states are now alike interested in promoting 
this great work; and the city of New-York, as the cen- 
tral sea-port, and Philadelphia, as the greatest centre of 
an immense distributing trade, most especially. Be- 
sides, we perceive that the states’ commissioners, ap- 
pointed in 1816, after a skilful survey, reported in Jan- 
uary, 1817, in favor of a short route, which those of 1824 
also describe and approve, as did the United States’ en- 
gineers ut this period. Nor can we in reference to its 
national effect, neglect the suggestion by the former, 
that tlrere should be a continuity of the accommodation 
kept up through the winter months, by a road of pecu- 
liar hardness along one of its banks; nor should we omit 
in this general view, the more recently suggested loca: 
tion between Princeton and Stony Breok, which on 
minute investigation may be found, it is thought, both 
to avoid the embankment of Lawrence Meadow, and 
the deep cutting of the former sammits, as well as the 
objectionable circuit. Which ever route may be final- 
ly agreed on, from a knowledge of the whole ground, it 
will not be useless to keep in mind, that it is the cus- 
tom of the western merchants to make thicir principal 

| purchases in the winter months, and to get their goods 
upon the Ohio, while the freshets of that river may yet 
| bear them rapidly to their remote destination, and that 
| a great amount of merchandize to supply that demand, is 
| drawn from N. Y. to Philadelphia in the winter months. 
Nor will the amount of produce, ina few years, brought 
from the west to Baltimore, at that season, fail to give 
some occupation to the New Jersey route, in the other 
| direction. 
We do but extend the suggestions of the'commission- 
|ers: Therefore, in remarking that the progress uf the 
| art of constructing, and of using rail ways, may well be 
| expected to take place of the road, and this central fa- 
| cility of internal commerce, be perfectly adapted to ev- 
ery season, and to every kind of transportation. 
| The ample command of water, may ultimately give 
| rise to very useful branch canals, and to mill-power, at 
the two extremities of the trunk, perhaps from its ele- 
| vation, capable of operating three times over. Mills or 
/manufactures so well situated, must have the effect of 
| increasing the canal revenue. 


| Presenting duplicates of this report to the acceptance 
| of the commissioners of both states, and referring to the 
accompanying maps. 
We have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully your ob’t servts. 
JNO. L. SULLIVAN, 
H. G. SARGENT. 





Trenton, Oct. 26, 1829. 
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source of supply as much as practicable, beyond the | Report of John Barber, Superintendent of Pennsyluama 


reach of doubt and accident. Nor could we alone, from 
the very sincere respect we entertain towards the en- 
gineers who located the lower summit for this canal, 
when in contemplation under the corporate grant, pass 
by the apparent reluctance of the consent given to it by 
the United States’ engineers, on the ground of its not 
promoting the national interest. They were in favour 
of the shortest route that could be found practicable.— 
How far the circuitous location was constrained by the 
existing provisions of law, relative ta the distance of the 
feeder from the river, or how much on the other hand, 
considerations of political economy in the saving of ten 
miles, in aroute te become the medium of an immense 


Rail-way, Nov. 24, 1829. 
TO THE BOARD OF CANAL COMMISSIONERS. 


Gentlemen—The superintendency of the Pennsylva- 
nia rail-way, extending from Columbia to the city of 
Philadelphia, having, by a resolution of your honorable 
board devolved upon me, and being officially apprised 
of the same, I immediately repaired to Harrisburg, and 
entered upon the duties of that office. 

‘The contracts which had previously been entered in- 
to, for the road formation of 40 miles of railway, to- 
gether with those for the bridges and culverts occurring 
on the line, were handed over to me by my predeces- 
sor. The distance had been divided into 40 sections of 
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about one mile each, twenty whereof were located and | The piers of the principal bridges have been cover- 


contracted for ori thé eastern erid, and termed the east- 
ern division, and twenty Un the western, called the wes- 
tern division. | 

In order to comply in as concise a mafner as practi- | 
cable with the requisitions of the act of assembly, pass- 
ed on the 16th day of April, 1827, and with instructions | 
r ceived from the secretary of the board, I herewith 
transmit tabular statements of the condition and progress 
of the work. 

Those marked A, B, and C, to which I shall first call 
your attention, present a list of all contracts eritered in- 
to on the part of the state from the 18th day of Februa- 
ry last to the first Monday in November, 1829; they 
will exhibit at one view the names of contractors, dates 
of contracts, prices at which the work was taken, to- 
gether with the percentage retained to secure the com- 
pletion of the contracts, and the amount of monies paid 
bn each, 

The next in order of reference is that marked D, pre- 
senting a list of all persons employed in the engineer 
department, from the Ist of June to the 3lst August, 
and statement E shows the present organization of the 
corps, to each of which lists, are attached their rates of 
compensation. 

Statement F damages which have been paid, and 
statement G exhibits a detailed report of Major Wilson, 
the principal engineer upon the line, in which is con- 
tained all the information required by a resolution of the 
board, passed at the session in October last; and with 
instructions subsequently received from the secretary in 
relation to a “statement of the amount at which each 
section was estimated, by whom miade, the amount of 
the mistakes in the estimates, and the cause.” In re- 
terring to this paper, it will be seen that a balance of $6,- 
910 69, is shown against the present contracts, from the 
estimates of 1828; but as the grubbing, which amounts 
to $2,857 70, was not taken into estimates of 1828, the 
shortening of distance, consequently lessening the ex- 
pense of fencing on the line, and the difference of dam- 
ages in favour ofthe commonwealth, where the line has 
been changed at the village of Hempfiel’, would be | 
proper items to be charged against the above balance, | 
it would leave but a small sum as the excess. 


ed ip and completely secured from the operations of the 


frost. © 


Competition for contracts upon the line of rail way 
having been great, the work was taken at moderate pri- 
ces, therefore a large amount of work has been execu- 
ted for the money expended, and it is due to the con- 
tractors to state, that had it not been for their persever- 
ing industry, many contracts would have been declared 


| abandoned. 


The whole amount of work as estimated to 

have been done up to 23d Nov. 1829, is $104;256 28 
Add to this amount paid to engineers, dama- 

ages, incidental charges and $927 50, paid 

Major Douglass on survey of eastern ter- 


mination of the rail way, 10,700 26 


a 


Aggregate amount $114,956 54 

From which deduct the disbursements 

which have been made from this office 
since the 15th June 








93,524 11 
Aggregate of balance, $21,452 43 
From this balance deduct what is now dtie 
to contractors being the amount of certifi- 
cates issued in November, 4,964 05 





__ 


; 3 $16,168 38 
This balance is the per centage retained, and will on- 


ly be payable as the contracts are completed. 

By a resolution of the Board passed at their last ses- 
sion, it was recommended to the acting commissioners 
and superintendents on the different lines of canal and 
rail way, to isstie certificates for the amount of estimates 
due. Those isstted from this office for the months of 
September and October, have all been taken up and 
cancelled, and there now only remains in circulation an 
amount equal to $4,964 05, being the balance of No- 
vember estimates. 

To fulfil the requisition of the canal law of 1827—8, 
Major Wilson, on the 9th instant, caused a survey and 
examination to be commenced on the line of rail wav, 
extending west of the Susquehanna to the borough of 
York. ‘The survey has been completed, and the report 


As yet nocontracts for damages have been entered | thereon together with the drafts and estimates, will, ss 
iito, nor have any suits been brought against the com- | soon as they can be made out, laid before you. 


monwealth. I found it impracticable to make contracts 
until more of the work was completed, asthe exact 
amount of dainages until then could not be ascertained. 
I would here observe, that releases for damages to 
property through which the railway is located, have 
been executed toa considerable extent. The line pas- | 
ses from the canal basin at or near the Columbia bridge, 
about a mile, to where it ascends the inclined plane, 
through very valuable ground in the borough of Colum- 
bia; the owners, with very few exceptions, have relin- 
quished; and Mr. William Coleman, through whose 


All of which is most respectfully submitted, 


JNO. BARBER, Supert. 
Pennsylvania Rail Road as 
Columbia, Nov. 24, 1829. 


Ga. 

Table Exhibiting the probable cost of work unfinished 
on the 40 miles of the Pennsylvania Rail Way, under 
contract, 15th Nov. 1829. 

Pennsylvania Rail Way, 
Eastern Division; November 21, 1829: 


lands the line passes near a mile, and Doctor Muhlen- To the Superintendent of the Pennsylvania Rail Way. 


berg, have released to the commonwealth; some others 


have also signified that it is not their intention to ask 
damages. 


The work upon the line has progressed with reat | 





Sir: 

In compliance with the instructions of the board 
of canal commissioners, I herewith transmit an estimate 
taken on the 15th inst. at contract prices, of work re- 


steadiness: the contracts have been driven on with as | maining to be done on the western division of the rail 


fauch rapidity as the nature of the work and the state of | 
the funds would warrant; nine sections have been com- 
pleted to the satisfaction of the engineer and superin- 
tendent, thirteen more are nearly finished, and it is con- 
fidently expected that ifthe weather stiould prove favor- 
able until the first of January next, all, except a few of 
the heaviest sections will be finished. ‘The masonry of 
the bridges and culverts is in a forward state, and but a 
short season of good weather in the opening of the 
spring will be required to finish all the stone work upon 
the line. Owing to the low state of the waters during 
the past summer, the timber intended for the super- 
structures of the bridges could not be delivered, in con- 
sequence of which no wood work has been raised. 


road, from section 1 to 20 inclusive, and on the eastern 
division, from section 60 to 79 inclusive, terminating at 
the foot of the inclined plane east of the residence of 
the late Judge Peters. The balance of work on each 
of the unfinished sections has been proportionally esti- 
mated according to the various qualities of rock, slate, 
or other substances which have appeared in the progress 
of graduating the road: a full allowance has therefore 
been made in the amount required for finishing them. 
As it may be satisfactory to the board to know what al- 
terations or improvements have been made on the line, 
since my report of December, 1828, I will briefly sub- 
mit the fellowing statement—aAll curves upon the line 
which were before traced by a minimum radius of 541 
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| 
feet, have been changed to a radius of 630 feet, in ef-| eastward, and the estimate of 
fecting this object, and in straightening the line, partic-| | what remains unfinished, 46,082 78 
ularly upon the eastern 20 sections, additional expense | Deduct 10,741 cubic yards of 
beyond the estimate of 1828 has been incurred, but the stone for horse path, &c. re- 
advantage derived from these improvements, are con-} maining unbroken on the road 
sidered more than equivalent to the increased cost. Up- at 48 cents per cubic yard, 
on the western division considerable curves traced in the | charged, prepared in other es- 
former location are avoided. The two most prominent timate at 73 cents per perch, 
points of alteration, are on sections 6and 8. Inthe lo-| 8 per cubic yard, 5,155 68 
cation of 1828, a curved line was conducted to the south eae 
of Hempfield, the road is now traced through that yil-| To amount paid on contract for 
lage, and a majority of those persons interested in the| bridges and culverts, with the 
property, have released to the commonwealth the dam-| estimated cost of unfinished 
ages which would arise from occupying their land.—j| work, 62,754 63 
These improvements, with others of a minor character, | To amount paid on do. for 20 
and which the nature of the country enabled us to effect, | sections of road forming, from 
have so diminished distance upon this division, that 17| section 60 to section 79 inclu- 
chains only remain on the original 21st section for grad-| _ sive, 85,480 35 
uation. ‘he wonnting surface of the country through | Deduct 26,667 cubic yards of 
which the 20 sections of the eastern compartment of the | __ rock and hard slate for paving, 
rail-way is traced, afforded but little opportunity of | &c. at 46 cents per yard, 12,266 82 
shortening distance, the gain is only 8 chains, but the | 
line so far as regards its former serpentine character has | To amount paid on contract for bridges and 
been considerably modified; this however could not be} culverts, with the prebable cost of unfin- 





40,877 106 








73,213 53 








effected without incurring an increase of cost in the ished work, 15,816 45 
construction. The materials found upon both divisions no Ey 
now under contract, and which will be applied for pav- | Total cost of 40 sections on contract 192,661 41 
ing the horse path and securing the blocks of stone up- | To amount estimate of 1828 as above 185,750 72 
on which the rails are to rest, will not be sufficient for | 

these purposes—I have endeavored by every means in | Balance against the present contracts 6,910 69 


_ 


my power to prevent a waste of such materials, as they | ——— 
will be valuable in our further constructions. Having; Norr.—The grubbing was not estimated in 1828, it 
given you briefly the information required, as designa- | amounts in the 40 sections to 2,837 70. 

ted under the second heal of the Ist resolution of the! From this statement it will appear that the western, 
board, I now come to the 4th item embraced within the | division, is 10,351 34 below the estimate of the location 





additional instructions addressed to you by the secreta- | of 1828, and the eastern division 17,262 03 above that 
ry on the 5th of the present month, viz—‘‘a statement | estimate. 

of the amount at which each section was estimated,’’&c. | Very respectfully, yours, 

I have already stated that various alterations and modi- | JOHN WILSON, Engincer. 
fications have been made on both divisions of the rail- | D. 


way. The general course of the line has not been ma- | STATEMENT exhibiting a list of the persons employ- 
terially changed; but itsconstituent parts have been so' ed in the Engineer Department of the Pennsylvania 
altered from the former location into sections of a mile, Rail Way from the Ist June to the 3ist August, with 
each (which will be seen on referring to the table ofdis-| the wages or salary of each. 

tances to each section,) that I can now only give acom- | John Wilson, principal engineer, at $2,250 per annum. 
parative view in relation to the former estimate of re- | Emmerson M‘llvaine, principal assistant, from June 1st 


sults taken from the whole divisions. | to Sth August, at 4 00 per day. 
Toamount charged for road forming in 1828, | Robert Pettit, sub assistant engincer, from June Ist to 
for 20 sections of 1 mile each, and 63 | lst August, at 2 00 per day. 
chains of section No. 21, including con- Samuel W. Mifflin, sub assistant engineer, from June 1st 
tingencies _._ $87,910 70; to Slst August, at 2 00 per day. 
Add to above, the cost of paving and railing _J. B. Moore, sub assistant engineer, from June Ist to 
58 chains being the distance saved in pre- | Slst August, at 2 00 per day. 
sent location 8,355 89 | John P. Baily, sub assistant engineer, from June Ist to 
To amount estimated with contingencies, for | 31st August, at 2 00 per day. 
constructing bridges and culverts on 20 _ | Joseph G, Davis, rodman, from June 1st to August 31st, 
miles and 63 chains of sectien 21 60,090 90; at 1 50 per day. . 
Add to above, the substitution of stone piers | William J. Lewis, rodman, from June Ist to August 31st, 


at 1 50 per day. 


for wooden frames in bridges, No. 12, 15 ; 
William W. Torbert, rodman, from June Ist to August 


and 16, and cut stone for recesses of the 


| 











piers of bridge No, 12, ' 7,646 25) 31st, at 1 50 per day. 

To amount of read forming from estimate James Moore, rodman, from June Ist to August 31st, at 
(1828, )of 20 miles from section 60 and 29, | 1 50 per day. 

40 chains to foot of inclined plane at William H. G. Wilson, suryeyor, from June 1st to Au- 
Schuylkill river, with contingencies, 54,2387 67 | gust 31st, at 1 50.per day. 

Add to above, the cost of constructing eight John Edgar Thomson, inspector of masonry and super- 
chains of paving and railing, being the intendent of bridges and culverts on eastern division, 
distance now saved ' 1,149 77| from June Ist to August 31st, at 3 00 per day. 

To amount estimated, &c. on same sections | Henry R. Campbell, inspector of carpentry and superin- 
for bridges and culverts 16,380 21/ tendent of bridgesand culverts on western division, 

: —— |. from June Ist to August Sist at 3 00 per day. 

Total amount of estimate including contin- Thomas E, Cochran, chainman,from July 6th to August 
gencies, 185,750 72| 5th, at 1 00 per day, 

: ~——— | Thomas E. Cochran, rodman, from July 6th to August 

To amount paid on contract for 31st, atrl 50 per day, 


work done on 20 sections of Valentine Waltz, axe man, from June Ist to August 31st 
road forming, from Columbia | at 1 00 per day. 


| 
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Samuel Schmid, axemam, from June Ist to August 51st 
at 1 00 perday. 

Jobn Gonter, axeman, from June Ist to August 3Ist, at 
1 00 per day. 

Organization of the Engineer Corps, from the first 
day of September to the 2d November. 

John Wilson, principal engineer, at 2,250 per annum. 

John Edgar Thomson, principal assissant, at 3 50 p. day. 

Robert Pettit, sub assistant engineer, at 2 00 per day. 

John P. Baily, sub assistant engineer, at 2 00 per day. 

Samuel W.Mifflin,sub assistant engineer,at 2 00 per day. 

J. B. Moore, sub assistant engineer, at 2 00 per day. 

William J. Lewis, rodman, at 1 59 per day. 

William W. Torbert, rodman, at 1 50 perday. 

James Moore, rodman, at 1 50 per day. 

Thomas E. Cochran, rodman, at 1,50 ner day. 

Joseph G. Davis, surveyor, at 2.00 per day. 

Henry R. Campbell, inspector carpentry and superin- 
tendent bridges and culverts on western division, at 
3.00 per day. 

Valentine Waltz, axe man, at 1.00 per day. 

Samuel Schmid, axe man, at 1.00 per day. 
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pate in the vast accession of trade to be secured by the 
proposed rail way. 

Resolved, that so far as the purity of the water, sup- 
plied to the inhabitants of Philadelphia, is deemed an 
object worthy of the paternal care of our government, 
it isinconsistent with sound policy to establish such 
public works above Fair Mount, near the dam, as would 
promote the growth ofa village there, and thereby in- 
crease the sources of poliution to the water, and of 
destruction to the works themselves. 

Resolved, that a committee be appointed, who are 
hereby empowered to authorise a deputation to repair 
to Harrisburg,for the purpose of representing the views 
and wishes of the citizens now assembled onthe in. 
teresting subject of the foregoing resolutions. 

Resolved, That James M. Linnard, James Harper, 
Roberts Vaux, Joshua Lippincott,Robert Flemming, Ed- 
ward S. Bird, J. Price Wetherill, Wm. Leiper, Josiah 
Randall, Thomas Cave, Joseph Worrell, George Bhght, 
James N. Barker, Samuel P. Wetherill, and John Swift 
be the committee. 

Resolved, That the said committee be empowered to 
adopt all other measures which may be best calculated 


John Gonter, axe man, at 1.00 per day. | to carry into effect the object of this meeting. 


Joseph Mosher, clerk, from 15th June, at 2.50 per day. 
F. 

Amount of damages paid for injury done to crops on 

the Pennsylvania Rail-Way, $69 29 
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James Harper, Esq. then addressed the meeting and 
offered the following resolutions, which were adopted 
with acclamations. 

Resotvep, Thatthe thanks of this meeting be tender 
ed to Joan Hane Powett, Esq. for the manly, fearles 
and honurable manner in which he has supported the 
interests of the city of Philadelphia, in relation to the 
termination of the Pennsylvania Railway; & also to those 


At aw unusually numerous and highly respectable | members ofthe legislature who have aided him in pro- 


meeting of the citizens of the city of Philadelphia, 


moting his views on that subject. 


held in pursuance of public notice, at the County | Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings, signed 
Court House, corner of Sixth and Chesnut street, on | by the chairman and secretaries, be transmitted to the 
Monday, the Ist of February; 1830, to take into consi- | speakers of the senate and house of representatives of 


deration the termination of the Pennsylvania Railway, | 
JAMES M. LINNARD, 
and Samuget P. Weruericz and Joan Swirt, were ap- 
pointed Secretaries, 

The object ofthe meeting having been stated from 
the chair, the following preamble and resolutions were 
offered by Josiah Randall, Esq. which were read, con-. 
sidered and finally adopted, with three dissenting 
voices. 

Whereas, it has been held asa sound maxim by all 
well regulated governments, that every sudden and 
unexpected change in the condition or pursuits of man- 
kind, is injurious, aud ought to be avoided. 

And whereas, the extraordinary exertions made to 
divert the great channel of inland trade of our city, 
from its legitimate course, into the Northern Liberties 
would, if successful, be productive of consequences 
ruinous to many and injurious to all those who own 
property, or reside in the central and southern part of 
the said city. 

And whereas, it has been satisfactorily ascertained 
that, it is perfectly practicable to cross the Schuylkill 
with the railroad at the market street permanent bridge 
and thus continue the trade in its original channel. 

And whereas, by crossing at market street, no injury 
will be done to the Water Works, so justly the pride 
and boast of Philadelphia. 

Therefore, 

Resolved, that the Legislature be earnestly, but res- 
pectfully requested to cause the rail road to be contin- 
ued down the West side of the Schuylkill to the perma- 
nent bridge, and cross the river at, or near, the site of 
the present bridge,and by this route, secure to the City 
its accustomed trade. 

Resolved,that should the main rail way cross at Market 
street, branches may be extended tothe Delaware 
through Southwark and the Northern Liberties, with 
great facility; whilst the adoption of the route by cross- 
ing at Peter’s Island, must render it impracticable for 
the southern part of the city and its precincts to partici- 


} 


was called to the Chair, | dies over which they preside. 





this commonwealth, to be laid by them before the bo- 


| Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
| published in the papers of this city. 

JAMES M. LINNARD, Chairman. 
Samurt P. Weruenrixt, 
Joun Swirt, 


: Secretaries. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 

Carvin Brrrtnat, Esq. late Secretary of the Common- 
wealth, has been appointed by the Governor, President 
| Judge of the 12th Judicial District,in the room of Judge 
Franks, resigned. 





Samuet M‘Cxertan, M.D. has been unanimously 
elected, by the trustees of the Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege, to the Professorship of Anatomy in that Institution. 





On the 22d ult. the Rev. Samver B. How, of this 
city, was unanimously elected Principal of Dickinson 
College, by the trustees of that institution, 





Extract of a letter to the Editors of the Philadelphia Ga- 
zette, dated Harnispure, Feb. 1, 1830. 


Copy of aletter to the Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means—read this morning, (Feb. 1,) in the 
House of Representatives and referred to said commit- 
tee:— 

‘*f am authorised by several citizens of the state and 
individuals residing abroad, to offer to supply a loan of 
four millions for a five per cent. debt, redeemable 
and transferable, and on which the instalment is to be 
made payable as proposed in the 6th section of bill No. 

| 156—original No. 92. 

| In case the Legislature should desire an additional 

| sum of 600,000, and I submit to your consideration how 
far such an arrangement might aecommodate the fiscal 

| concerns of the state, by leaving subject te their dispo- 
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sition the 5 per centum which the several banks are by 
their charter bound to supply on similar terms as to the 
four millions of dollars. 1 am prepared to supply the 
money, to the additional extent. 

‘On the same terms as to the instalments, which if de- 
sirable, could be modified, I offer par for those amounts, 
and consider immaterial by which of the banks, or by 
what arrangement the payment of the interest, the 
transfer of the stock and issuing of the certificates is ex- 
ecuted, provided it is done in the city of Philadelpdia. 


[Fesrvany 
Wheeling, Va. - - 21 30 - 271 
Pittsburg, : - 2410 : 227 
Zanesville,O. = - - 27 50 - 344 
Columbus, - - 34 24 - 400 
Cincinnati, - - 5000 - 500 
Lexington, - - 84 00 : 517 
Huntsville, - - 93 00 - 756 
Tuscaloosa, - - 91 45 - 854 
Mobile, - - 92 45 - 1,025 
New Orleans, : - 44 days. - 1,189 


‘| am ready within 15 days, if these proposals should 
be accepted to commence their performance. 


“Lam, &e. (Signed) THOS. BIDDLE.” 





WEATHER. 
On Sunday last, (Sist ult.) the Delaware was closed 
by ice,so that there has been skaiting upon it ever since. 


‘On Monday and Tuesday the remarkable phenome- 
na of passable sleighing without snow. The rain that 
had fallen, congealed immediately, and some few sleighs 
were seen andheard. The boys, however, had the 
best of the bargain; they occupied the side walk, moun- 
ted on their skates, and appeared to be in the possession 
of perfect enjoyment. The trees were covered with a 
thick coat of ice, which presented a beautiful appear- 
ance as the branches waved slightly in the sun light.— 
The attention of those citizens who passed along Chest- 
nut street, in the evening, was especially directed to the 
double rows of trees in front of the State House; in the 
soft light of the moon, they appeared like the work of 
magic—the larger branches reflecting a silvery light, 
and the extremities, that moved slightly, flashing the 
hues of the rainbow; while beneath and around them, 
hundreds of lads were sporting with rapid movement, 
and wheeling with astonishing celerity, like a band of 
fairies.” U. S. Gaz. 





Pittsburg.—The following are the Salaries allowed 
to the city officers, viz: 


Mayor’s Salary, . - . $400 
Treasurer’s do. - “ - 300 
Street Commissioner’s do. - 365 
Clerks of Councils, do. = - - 200 
Clerk of Market, do. ° ° 100 
Constables attending Market, do. 200 
High Constable’s do. . ° 100 
Bell Ringer, do. ° ° . 80 
Messengers to Councils,do. - 50 
Assessor, do. - : - . 60 
Recording Regulator, do. ° 200 
Superintendant of Water Works, do. 600 
Engineer of Water Works, do. 600 
—— $3,245. 





The following table, yery appropriately headed 
‘*Flight of the Message,” showing the extraordinary 
speed with which the message of the President was 
transported to opposite extremes and different portions 
of the Union, is copied from Niles’ Register. 


‘ime. Miles from 

H. M. Washington. 
Baltimore, - - 1 42 : 36 
Philadelphia, - - 9 15 - 139 
New York, - , - 15 30 - 228 
Boston, : - » $138 ‘ 436 
Portsmouth, - - 37 00 . 500 
Portland, - - - $8 00 . 554 
Richmond, ° - 11 40 - 123 
Petersburg, . - 1425 - 147 
Lynchburg, - - 25 55 - 206 
Raleigh, - - 24 10 - 285 
Charleston, - - 69 00 : 539 
Milledgeville, - - 54 06 : 662 
Frederick, Md. - 3 20 - 44 
Hagerstown, . . 5 17 - 69 
Washington, Pa. - 19 00 “ 239 


The distances are taken from the post-office book.— 


In general, the roads were in a bad state, and in some 
cases very heavy. 





PORT OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Inward for Janyary, 1830. 
n B&B 


sa = 3 § 
Where from. Pot ey = 
es @,, ” 
a ° 
England, 3—- — — 1362 
South America - - - —- $— — 727 
Hanse Towns, - - - 1— — — £588 
Cuba, . . - : — 2 1— #£$70 
Hayti, - . - - —- l— — 4117 
British West Indies, - - ae a 
British American Colonies, — 1 2 — #£§$48 
Brazils,_ - - - ° — 2-—-—- -- 431 
410 3 — 4303 
Inward Coastwise. Vessels 38 
Tonnage 3671 tons. 
Outward for January, 1830. 
Where to. 
England, - - - - —- 2— — 610 
South America, : - s/?.“o--2 969 
Gibraltar, - - - — 1— — 358 
Cuba, - - - - — 2— — 346 
Hayti, - : - - — ltl— — 138 
Danish West Indies, - - — 2 1 — 442 
British American Colonies, - —- tLl— — 129 
1113 — 2992 


Outward Coastwise.— Vessels 44—Tonnage 4300 tons, 
Morning Journal. 





Delaware and Hudson Canal.—The following is the 
account of tolis received on the Delaware and Hudson 
Canal on Articles which have passed through the Penn- 
sylvania section of said canal, with the portion designa- 
ted, which belongs to the Pennsylvania Section, viz: 

At EppyviLur 
Cleared for Honesdale 

Narrows 

At ELLENVILLE 
Cleared for Honesdale 

At WerrTsporo’ 
Cleared for Honesdale 

At Port Lewis 
Cleared for Honesdale 


$1295 68 25-100 299 92 
35 19 12-95 4 44 


39 54 25-80 12 34 
68 78 25-68 25 27 
71 06 25-49 36 25 


Narrows 76 69 13-36 27 53 
At HoNespDaLe 
Cleared for sundry places on the Canal 144 10 


$549 85 
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